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The Anti-Federalist Papers 
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View of the Constitution of the United States 
Published in 1803 by a distinguished patriot and jurist, View of the 
Constitution of the United States represents the earliest extended 
commentary on the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights. Written 
from the perspective that the federal government is an agent of 
a sovereign people, St. George Tucker’s work continues to add to 
our understanding of the Founding Fathers’ original intentions. 
(1999ed, 478pp, pb, 1/$14.95ea; 2-4/$13.95ea; 5+/$12.95ea) BKVCUS 


How the Compact for America 
Threatens the Constitution — Reprint 


The constitutional convention (con-con) proposed by the 
Compact for America Initiative would pose an unacceptably 
high risk of damage to the Constitution. This reprint provides 
the information needed to defeat this new con-con initiative in 
state legislatures and Congress. (2013, 8pp., $.02ea) RPCFA 


A More Perfect Union 
This motion picture does an admirable job of dramatizing the 
events of the Constitutional Convention of 1787. (2006, 120min, 
cased DVD, $19.95ea) DVDAMPU 
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Dean Sellers Ford i is your r connection 
to better commercial sales and service! 


4 Ford-Certified commercial account managers specially trained to sell 
commercial vehicles. 
- Inventory of commercial vehicles: Transit, Transit Connect, F-Series, Hybrid 
and Energi, full Ford line-up 
Commercial lines of credit through Ford Motor Credit Company 
Strong relationships with most banks and credit unions 
Service, Maintenance and Parts. Personnel is geared-up to quickly get 
commercial customers back on the road. 
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EXPERTENCE, REAL FOOD, SELECTION, ORGANIC, LOCAL, 
SPECIALTY, SAVINGS & MORE 


We are celebrating 45 years in business! 


Our family is grateful for the opportunity to continue to serve your family. 

Clark’s carries one of the largest selections of supplements in the Inland Empire. We also 
carry a variety of local and organic produce and a full grocery department, including 
gluten-free options, grass-fed beef, and organic chicken, as well as vegetarian, vegan, and 
raw foods. We strive to provide you with a wide variety of products and services, and 
always offer demos and sampling! 


We also carry “SUZANNE Organics” Cosmetics & Skincare Collection as an exclusive 
retail partner with actress Suzanne Somers, and provide customer makeovers from our 
make-up artists. 


“Lam thrilled to partner with the 
good people at Clarks as an 
exclusive retail partner for my 

- certified organic and toxic free 

\ cosmetics and skincare collection.” 
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www.clarksnutrition.com 
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Trump’s Cuba Policy 


I am a Cuban-American exile, and I have 
supported President Trump since he was a 
candidate. But I’m not too happy with the 
steps the president has taken with the bru- 
tal military dictatorship in Cuba. I don’t 
think they were strong enough. 

Trump left in place some concessions 
Obama made to the Castro regime, such as 
cruises to Cuba that Obama initiated. Trump 
left those cruises still sailing to Cuba. 

The Trump administration said that it 
wouldn’t permit American companies to 
deal with the military in Cuba, yet it al- 
lows other private money to go directly 
to the regime. Who owns the ports and 
airports in Cuba? The Castro family and 
the military. So why are the airplanes and 
cruises still going to Cuba? 

Also, I just want to bring to your atten- 
tion the fact that some Cubans who are trav- 
eling to Cuba are getting U.S. welfare and 
food stamps, and these Cubans are spend- 
ing the taxpayers’ dollars in Cuba. They can 
afford it because these Cubans are getting 
better benefits than our veterans. 

And many of those Cubans lied about 
their political status. They said they were 
political refugees, but if you can travel to 
a country safely, you were not persecuted 
and you are not a refugee. 

The Castro regime survives via the tour- 
ism industry, and the Trump administra- 
tion didn’t change that. Very disappointed 
with the president’s policy on Cuba. 

HorAcio MINGUILLON 
Sent via e-mail 


Media Bias and Bull 


The Extended Inside Track article in 
the June 19 edition of THE NEw AMERI- 
CAN entitled “Harvard Study Confirms 
Media Bias Against Trump” confirms 
what is obvious to anyone who has been 
around long enough to experience past 
administrations. The mass media plays 
the liberal progressive political game of 
smoke and mirrors, and whoever they 
support gets favorable treatment. Those 
that they don’t support, at best, get ignored 
and, at worst, get every type of poor 
treatment imaginable. 

The Harvard study clearly indicated 
how bad the situation is. It indicated that 
President Donald Trump’s treatment by the 
mass media was between 70 to 90 percent 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


unfavorable, figures that are unprecedented 
in this nation’s history. What may be even 
more troubling is that candidate Donald 
Trump initially got a great deal of positive 
coverage from the mass media as they felt 
he would be a candidate who would be eas- 
ily beaten by Hillary Clinton, confirming 
the manipulative aspect of the media. 

You don’t have to be part of a universi- 
ty study to see the unbalance that exists. 
Journalists who are at the top of a highly 
paid list will smile when interviewing 
liberals and frown when interviewing 
conservatives. They put pauses in inter- 
views where they shouldn’t exist. They 
direct interviews to achieve an agenda, 
not to reveal the facts. They also release 
information that has no basis in fact. 
Worst of all, there have been numerous 
outright lies. 

These conditions on their own are bad 
enough, but what is even worse is that 
there are still citizens in this nation who 
give credibility to these sources. 

There are still those who seek to en- 
dorse many troubling liberal progressive 
policies as they give the illusion of kind- 
ness and goodness. I am confident that 
there are some individuals in this scenario 
of whom it could be said, “Their heart is 
in the right place.” That in itself is a good 
thing, but if justice, honesty, and fair play 
are to be served, the brain must be in the 
right place also. 

Bos LAGASSE 
Sent via e-mail 


Truth Be Told? 


In his article “The Bloody Left — The 
Dark History of Untrue Believers” (TNA, 
July 24, 2017), Selwyn Duke wrote, 
“Misconceptions about Moral Truth (as 
advanced by Islam, for instance) can be 
destructive.” Unfortunately, the author 
provides no examples and leaves the read- 
er in a vacuum, wondering what Duke is 
talking about. What misconceptions about 
Moral Truth is Islam advancing? 
BRIAN FARMER 
Appleton, Wisconsin 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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INSIDE TRACK 


Chicago Ahead of Last Year in Gun Violence 


As of July 31, reported the Chicago Sun Times, Chicago gun 
violence is ahead of last year, which was the deadliest in the last 
20 years. Citywide, the homicide total was 409, with 74 killed 
in July alone. 

Chicago Police Department (CPD) officials expressed frustra- 
tion despite having put “additional resources” on the streets in the 
areas where most of the shootings are taking place. Over the long 
July 4 weekend, CPD put out an additional 1,300 officers, with 
a department spokesman saying, “I don’t think lack of resources 
was an issue.” 

In 2011, the number of people wounded or killed was 94 per 
100,000. In 2012, it jumped to 107, fell to 83 in 2013, rose to 
96 in 2014, and then rose to 108 in 2015. In 2016, however, 
the number of people wounded or killed leapt an astonishing 
49 percent, to 161 per 100,000. Put another way, the chances 
of being wounded or killed in Chicago is more than 160 out of 
every 100,000 people in a year. More people are being killed or 
wounded by gunfire in Chicago than in New York City and Los 
Angeles combined, both of which have much larger populations. 

The best explanation for the increased gun violence is the 
“Ferguson effect”: the increasing unwillingness of officers on 
the scene to intervene for fear of reprisals and bad publicity. 
Heather Mac Donald spelled it out in her book The War on Cops: 


“Chicago officers have cut back drastically on proactive polic- 
ing under the onslaught of criticism from the Black Lives Mat- 
ter (BLM) movement and its political and media enablers.” The 
consequences are predictable: “Criminals are back in control and 
black lives are being lost at a rate not seen for decades.” 

It’s no wonder that the CPD, despite increased resources, is 
frustrated. They aren’t being allowed to do their job, and the 
criminal element is reacting accordingly. Until those restrictions 
are removed, gun violence in Chicago and elsewhere is likely to 
continue to set the worst sort of records. 


Trump Bans “Transgenders” From Military 


Reversing a move made by President Obama late in his adminis- 
tration, President Donald Trump said July 26 that “transgender” 
individuals will be banned from serving in the U.S. military. 

“After consultation with my Generals and military experts, 
please be advised that the United States government will not ac- 
cept or allow transgender individuals to serve in any capacity 
in the U.S. military,” the president communicated in a series of 
Twitter posts. “Our military must be focused on decisive and 
overwhelming victory and cannot be burdened with the tremen- 
dous medical costs and disruption that transgenders in the mili- 
tary would entail.” 


While the move bans further enlistment of transgender indi- 
viduals, it remains unclear what will happen to the approximately 
250 transgender military personnel currently serving. A Pentagon 
spokesman referred all questions about Trump’s statements to the 
White House. “We will continue to work closely with the White 
House to address the new guidance provided by the Commander 
in Chief on transgender individuals serving the military,” said 
Navy Captain Jeff Davis. “We will provide revised guidance to 
the Department in the near future.” 

Among the first to criticize the president’s decision was the 
American Civil Liberties Union, which called it “outrageous and 
desperate,” vowing to fight the ban. “Let us be clear,” said ACLU 
staff attorney Joshua Block. “This has been studied extensively, 
and the consensus is clear: There are no cost or military readiness 
drawbacks associated with allowing trans people to fight for their 
country. The president is trying to score cheap political points on 
the backs of military personnel who have put their lives on the 
line for their country.” 

Marine Corps veteran Tony Perkins of the Family Research 
Council, which has been a leading voice against allowing trans- 
genders in the military, applauded the president “for keeping 
his promise to return to military priorities, and not continue the 
social experimentation of the Obama era that has crippled our 
nation’s military. The military can now focus its efforts on pre- 
paring to fight and win wars rather than being used to advance 
the Obama social agenda.” 
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Hungary’s Orban Against Plan for a 


Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban delivered a speech on 
July 22 during a recent cultural festival in Baile Tusnad, Ro- 
mania, wherein he strongly criticized Hungarian-American bil- 
lionaire George Soros and the EU bureaucracy in Brussels. His 
speech was entitled “Will Europe Belong to Europeans?” 

“Over the next few decades the main question in Europe will be 
this: Will Europe remain the continent of the Europeans?” Orban 
asked during his speech. He expressed concern that Europe’s 
Christian culture would become overwhelmed by the large num- 
bers of Muslims entering the continent as refugees. Orban placed 
a large part of the blame on the so-called Christian democratic 
parties in Europe, which, he said, “have become un-Christian.” 

Orban directed much of his criticism toward Soros, the multi- 
billionaire who has lavished a fortune on a host of radical organi- 
zations on both sides of the Atlantic. He described an alliance that 
had been forged in Brussels (the de facto capital of the EU) com- 
prised of “the Brussels bureaucrats and their political elite, and 
the system that may be described as the Soros Empire.” Orban 
identified the immigration threat to Hungary and other sovereign 
EU nations as “a Soros plan,” which was published by the Soros 
empire and which, he said, Soros wrote himself. 

The Hungarian prime minister ended his talk by saying that his 
domestic political opponents did not have the ability to stand up 


“New Mixed, Islamized Europe” 


to the external forces threatening Hungary. He said, “In the cam- 
paign facing us we’ll primarily have to stand our ground against 
external forces: In the next nine months we’ll have to stand our 
ground against Soros’s mafia network and the Brussels bureau- 
crats, and the media operated by them.” 

Orban emphasized that Hungary’s border fences, supported by 
other Central European countries, will block the EU-Soros effort 
to increase Muslim migration into Europe. He explained that his 
motivation for such actions is to preserve Hungary’s Christian 
culture, that he opposed admitting migrants “who could change 
the country’s cultural identity,” and that, under his leadership, 
Hungary would remain a place where “Western European Chris- 
tians will always be able to find security.” 


UN Wants Artificial Intelligence to Advance Agenda 2030 


The United Nations is now openly plotting with Big Business and 
Big Government to exploit Artificial Intelligence (AI) to further 
its agenda, especially the totalitarian ideology it calls “sustainable 
development.” Multiple UN bureaucracies have convened sum- 
mits this year for that purpose, bringing together leading experts 
in the field from around the world. The goal: To harness AI and 
Big Data for what the UN considers to be “the global good.” 

The UN “Artificial Intelligence” confab held June 7-9 in Gene- 
va, dubbed the “AI for Good Global Summit,” offered a great deal 
of insight into the twin dangers facing humanity from the dictators 
club and AI. Consider, for one, that the summit was hosted by the 
UN International Telecommunications Union (ITU), which is at 
the forefront of UN efforts to censor and tax the Internet. 

“AT innovation will also be central to the achievement of the 
United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 
will help solving humanity’s grand challenges by capitalizing 
on the unprecedented quantities of data now being generated on 
sentiment behavior, human health, commerce, communications, 
migration and more,” said an official UN statement about the 
summit. “The Summit aimed to accelerate and advance the de- 
velopment and democratization of AI solutions that can address 
specific global challenges related to poverty, hunger, health, edu- 
cation, the environment, and others.” 

Some 500 delegates attended the summit, according to the 
ITU. Speakers included policymakers, top UN bureaucrats, and 
communist operatives, as well as employees of increasingly anti- 


liberty technology mega-companies such as Google, Facebook, 
Microsoft, and more. 

Freedom-loving, God-fearing Americans must get involved in 
the fight to preserve the Constitution and American independence 
— before it is too late. The alternative is a totalitarian global 
system of technocracy run by the UN and its globalist, Islamist, 
socialist, communist, and corrupt member regimes, with unfath- 
omably dangerous technology at its disposal. The simplest way to 
prevent such an Orwellian nightmare is for the U.S. government 
to withdraw from the UN using the American Sovereignty Res- 
toration Act (H.R. 193). All that is needed now is enough public 
pressure on Congress. 
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EXTENDED INSIDE TRACK 


China’s Mystery Man Dumps $18 Billion Into New York “Charity” 


r | “\ he stakes just got much high- 

er in Communist China’s 

(PRC) investment strategy 
to penetrate and control key areas of 
the U.S. economy and the U.S. polit- 
ical landscape. This past week, Guan 
Jun, the largest shareholder in HNA 
Group Co., the global Chinese con- 
glomerate, reportedly donated $18 
billion to a recently formed Hainan 
Cihang Charity Foundation, Inc. in 
New York City. That’s $/8 billion, 
making the bequest one of the larg- 
est ever, and putting Guan Jun, as 
the New York Times noted on July 
26, “in the same league as donors 
like Bill Gates and Warren E. Buffet 
and almost matched the combined 
giving of all American corporations 
in 2016.” 

So who is this generous “donor,” 
Guan Jun? That’s the question ev- 
eryone is asking. Like many other 
news groups and financial analysts, Bloomberg News referred to 
this magnanimous benefactor as the “HNA Mystery Man.” As the 
Times story noted, “It has not been disclosed how that man, Guan 
Jun, who is in his 30s, came to own such a large piece of one of 
China’s biggest conglomerates. His registered address in Beijing 
is a modest apartment at the end of a dingy hallway littered with 
discarded furniture and bags of trash.” 

The obvious answer, which the establishment media and in- 
vestment analysts seem to be taking extraordinary pains to ig- 
nore, is that Guan Jun is merely a front man for HNA, just as 
HNA is a front group for the Chinese government and the Com- 
munist Party of China (CPC). Guan Jun assists the fiction that 
HNA Group is a legitimate business enterprise, and HNA Group 
assists the fiction that the criminal regime in Beijing operates a 
legitimate market-oriented economy. 

After decades of prospering from trade with Western na- 
tions, China is using its global investment strategy to penetrate 
key sectors of the American economy. HNA Group has played 
a major role in that strategy, taking on, according to Bloom- 
berg, $73 billion in debt to finance a worldwide buying binge. 
Some of its most high-profile purchases have been big stakes 
in Hilton Hotels, Red Lion Hotels, Uber, and Deutsche Bank, 
the German banking behemoth. Most of this debt comes in the 
form of loans from China’s state banks, which indicates stra- 
tegic support from the Chinese Communist Party that runs the 
Beijing regime. The sprawling HNA empire now encompasses 
hotels, airlines, luggage handling services, prime real estate, 
high-tech manufacturing, banking and financial services, and 
much more. 

Real estate purchases in the United States by HNA and other 
Chinese corporations are already posing serious security prob- 
lems. A recent report by the U.S. Government Accountability 
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Office warned that the federal General Services Administration 
is leasing “high security” office space in the United States for the 
FBI, Secret Service, DEA, Social Security, IRS, and other agen- 
cies from foreign-owned companies based in China. 

Interestingly, the Chinese conglomerate has close ties to 
globalist left-wing financier George Soros: HNA’s chairman, 
billionaire Chen Feng, got his start in 1995 with an invest- 
ment of $25 million from Soros, with whom he has maintained 
relations. HNA Group also has indirect ties to the Trump ad- 
ministration, in the form of Anthony Scaramucci, as well as 
Goldman Sachs and the Blackstone Group, the Wall Street 
investment titans. On July 21, Scaramucci, a member of the 
globalist Council on Foreign Relations, was named to serve as 
President Trump’s White House communications director. We 
reported on the concerns over Scaramucci’s sale of his hedge 
fund, SkyBridge Capital, to HNA Group this past January, along 
with other troubling ties to China by top Team Trump person- 
nel, including son-in-law Jared Kushner and Blackstone Group 
chairman Stephen Schwarzman. The Scaramucci-Beijing con- 
nection dropped out of the equation when Trump announced on 
July 31 that Scaramucci was out as communications director, 
10 days after his initial appointment. That does not, however, 
resolve the problematic ties by other Trump insiders to China. 

Will those connections inhibit a vigorous investigation of the 
huge new donation by the HNA Mystery Man to the mysterious 
Chinese “charity” in New York City? Considering the direct ef- 
forts by the PRC to place its agents into top political posts in the 
Big Apple, the massive bequest by the PRC’s HNA Group to the 
Hainan Cihang Charity Foundation should cause red flags to go 
up everywhere, and should spur immediate investigations by city, 
state, and federal authorities, including the appropriate commit- 
tees of Congress. Ml 
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You Have to Commit a Crime to Get a Pardon 

“We’re not researching the issue because the issue of pardons is not on 
the table. There’s nothing to pardon from.” 

Trump lawyer Jay Sekulow responded to questions after President 
Trump floated the idea that he might pardon himself if he were found 
guilty of some infraction. 


Advocate of Strict Immigration Control Urges Keeping Sessions 
“Tf an early supporter like this is thrown under the bus, then who is 
safe? You can imagine what the other cabinet secretaries are thinking.” 
Executive director of the Center for Immigration Studies, Mark Kir- 
korian isn t happy about President Trumps possible sacking of At- 
torney General Jeff Sessions. 


Jobs Can’t Be Filled When Drug Testing Shows Applicants Are Risks 
“We are always looking for people and have standard ads at all times, but at least 25 percent fail the 
drug test.” 
: Columbiana Boiler chief executive Michael Sherwin turns away 
$200,000 worth of business quarterly because he cant find workers 
in Youngstown, Ohio, who can pass a reasonable test for drug usage. 


Kentucky Senator an Early Critic of the OhamaCare Bill 

“The Senate bill does not repeal Obamacare. Not even close. In fact, 
the Senate GOP bill codifies a federal entitlement to insurance — 
federal taxpayer funding of private insurance purchases. The bill will 
transfer billions of dollars to people who will then transfer billions 
of dollars to insurance companies. What a great business model!” 
The bill being derided by Senator Rand Paul (R-Ky.) did not become 
law. But it did expose many of the supposedly tough Republicans as 
front men for insurance companies. 


LGBT Bankroller Vows to Combat Christians 

“We’re going into the hardest states in the country. We’re going to punish the wicked.” 

Having already spent $400 million to promote the LGBT movement, dot-com millionaire Tim Gill cre- 
ated a foundation that enlisted help from Coca-Cola, Google, Marriott, and former Vice President Joe 
Biden for additional LGBT efforts. He considers anyone who holds traditional views about sexuality 
to be “the wicked.” 


Implementing Brexit a Difficult Chore 
“Over the last 12 months, we have heard everything and the opposite: hard Brexit, soft Brexit, quick 
Brexit. When you follow what is coming out of [Prime Minister] Theresa May’s cabinet, it is not clear 
what vision Britain is opting for.” 

All of Europe — and elsewhere — awaits details about Britain’s exit from the European Union. Joachim 
Fritz-Vannahme of Germany's Bertelsmann Foundation considers 
Britains withdrawal “ridiculous, ” but he assumes it will soon occur. 


Filmmaker Produces 10-part Series About Vietnam War 
“T think this will be for a general audience a kind of revelation, a 
cascade of new facts and new figures, and I don’t mean numeral 
figures, but biographical figures that will stagger their view of 
what was, and hopefully get everybody, regardless of political 
perspective, to let go of the baggage of the superficial and the 
conventional.” 
Well-known documentary film producer Ken Burns sees his 18-hour 
series about the Vietnam War as closure for many. It will be shown in 
10 parts on PBS beginning September 17. @ 

— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANUS 
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Podunk North Korea doesn’t have the technological wherewithal or funds to keep the 
country lit, yet it supposedly threatens the free world. We give the underlying story. 
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by Alex Newman 


Ithough the mass-murdering dic- 

tatorship in North Korea is por- 

trayed as a “rogue” state all alone 
in the world, the reality is that tyrant Kim 
Jong-un has powerful friends and support 
from around the globe. The communist 
regime is so technologically and economi- 
cally backward that the country constantly 
experiences electrical power outages, and 
the population is half-starved. Yet this same 
regime is so technologically and militarily 
advanced that it has been able to launch an 
ICBM and supposedly threaten the most 
powerful nation on Earth with impunity. 

How can this be, even taking into ac- 
count that North Korea concentrates re- 
sources in its military sector? Obviously, 
Americans are not getting the full story. In 
fact, the portrayal of North Korea’s savage 
tyrant as an isolated pariah with no allies is 
not just seriously flawed, it is completely 
inaccurate. 

Far from being “alone,” the communist 
regime in North Korea has had friends in 
very high places from the beginning, and 
still does today. First and foremost, the re- 
gime is a puppet and close ally of the pow- 
erful communist dictatorship enslaving 
mainland China’s 1.3 billion people — a 
regime that is increasingly projecting its 
power globally. Adding insult to injury, the 
United Nations continues to shower aid on 
the regime in Pyongyang, often at U.S. tax- 
payer expense, even in acquiring sensitive 
military technology, all in spite of UN and 
U.S. government sanctions. The enemy, 
then, is us — or at least the globalist swamp 
pretending to speak for us. 


A Communist Tool: 

China and Other Friends of Kim 
Pyongyang’s most important ally, by far, 
is the communist dictatorship enslaving 
mainland China. Consider, first, the fact 
that Beijing continues to ship billions of 
dollars’ worth of goods to North Korea 
each year, providing most of its energy 
and consumption goods. All of that is in 
exchange for minerals, slave labor, coal, 
seafood, and raw materials. Operating 
through subsidiaries based in China, the 
North Korean regime also earns hard cash 
to prop itself up. In addition, it uses its front 
companies in China to access the global fi- 
nancial system. And it uses these “firms” 
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Although the mass-murdering dictatorship in North 
Korea is portrayed as a “rogue” State all alone in 

the world, the reality is that tyrant Kim Jong-un has 
powerful friends and support from around the globe. 


to procure the technology and other needed 
components for weapons systems and the 
even the nuclear bombs that Kim is so fond 
of testing and that the establishment is so 
fond of hyperventilating about. 

Beijing and the UN are fully aware of 
North Korea’s front companies in China, 
as is documented in UN reports and even 
in the globalist-minded establishment 
media outlets. Indeed, Beijing flagrantly 
violates the same UN sanctions on North 
Korea that it ostensibly claims to support 
as a member of the UN Security Council 
and has even voted for in the past. 

The extremely close links between the 
communist dictatorships enslaving North 
Korea and mainland China are hardly se- 
cret. Even top officials boast about the 
ties in public. “The PRC [People’s Re- 
public of China] and DPRK [the Demo- 
cratic People’s Republic of Korea] are ... 
in the relations of lips and teeth and the 
peoples and armies of the two countries 
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have a blood-tied traditional relationship,” 
bragged General Xiong Guangkai, a top 
Chinese military and intelligence official 
with broad and flagrant ties to the regime 
in North Korea, in 1999. 

Before his retirement, Xiong was a 
regular visitor to Pyongyang, with numer- 
ous military and intelligence analysts sug- 
gesting that he was a key conduit for the 
flow of military know-how and technol- 
ogy from Beijing — almost all of it stolen 
from the West — to the supposedly rogue 
North Korean regime. In the infamous 
“Chinagate” scandal, the Clinton presi- 
dency was caught funneling sensitive U.S. 
military secrets to Beijing, some of which 
no doubt ended up in Pyongyang, in ex- 
change for illegal campaign contributions 
from the Chinese. “I see the White House 
is like a subway,” said Johnny Chung, one 
of the key players involved in the scheme, 
about Bill Clinton’s presidency. “You have 
to put in coins to open the gates.” 


Close comrades: The Chinese dictatorship continues to provide its North Korean counterpart and 
Close ally with everything it needs, including militarily, in exchange for raw materials and slave labor. 
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Adding insult to injury, the United Nations continues to 
shower aid on the regime in Pyongyang, often at U.S. 

taxpayer expense, even in acquiring sensitive military 
technology, all in spite of UN and U.S. government 


sanctions. 


Some top military officials were un- 
equivocal in speaking out against Clinton 
and the actions he took in exchange for 
illegal campaign contributions. “President 
Clinton promised to restrain those who 
ordered the Tiananmen Square massacre, 
but he has now allowed these men whose 
hands are stained with the blood of mar- 
tyrs of freedom into the highest reaches 
of our military defenses, and made avail- 
able to them significant portions of our 
advanced military technology,” wrote for- 
mer Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Admi- 
ral Thomas Moorer after the details were 
revealed. In addition to giving Beijing ac- 
cess to the technology, Clinton indirectly 
gave Pyongyang access. 

The Kremlin, too, is a known backer 
of the Kim dictatorship, and has been 
since Stalin worked with Western global- 
ists, communists, traitors, and dupes to 
enslave half of the Korean peninsula. But 
despite the ostensible collapse of the So- 
viet Union — something KGB defectors 


; 


Jiang 
Zemin 


such as Anatoliy Golitsyn have blasted as 
a ruse — Moscow continues to support its 
ally in Pyongyang. “The FSB [re-branded 
KGB] is the protector of North Korean ac- 
tivity in Russia, the leader of [the] North 
Korean lobby,” explained Konstantin Preo- 
brazhensky, a former lieutenant colonel in 
the KGB/SVR who defected to the United 
States in 1993. “The core of this lobby con- 
sists of Russian elite sharing Communist 
ideology and sympathizing with Kim Jong 
Il: Army generals, the Intelligence commu- 
nity and numerous concealed Communists 
in state bureaucracy.... It is the dictators’ 
lobby.” Indeed, earlier this year, the Rus- 
sian government even vetoed a UN reso- 
lution that would have condemned North 
Korea’s nuclear tests. 


The UN Also Aids and Abets Pyongyang 
Beyond the Kremlin and Beijing, self- 
styled global “authorities” have also been 
instrumental in helping North Korea’s 
dictatorship. In fact, aside from Russia 


Bill 
Clinton 


Corruption abounds: As part of the infamous “Chinagate” scandal, President Bill Clinton was 
caught exchanging illegal campaign contributions from North Korean ally China for access to 


sensitive U.S. military technology. 
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and China, the UN itself has been among 
Pyongyang’s most important enablers — 
and by extension, that means even Ameri- 
can taxpayers are complicit in propping 
up the murderous dictatorship that today 
supposedly threatens world peace. 

Much of the UN aid to North Korea 
is allegedly “humanitarian” assistance. 
For instance, the UN is perpetually pour- 
ing “food aid” into North Korea. But it 
is practically common knowledge that 
much of that “aid” is later traded to ac- 
quire weapons and other war material. 
Such trades have even been verified by 
the UN itself. On top of that, the UN 
knows full well — its own officials have 
highlighted the problem — that almost all 
of the remaining “aid” goes to the North 
Korean military. This allows the regime 
to spend its resources producing nuclear 
bombs and other weapons of mass de- 
struction (WMDs), even while keeping 
the population dependent. 

But the problems go deeper. Indeed, the 
UN has also played a key role in helping 
Pyongyang acquire WMDs — the very 
focus of so much of the brouhaha around 
North Korea. Consider, for example, that 
the UN Development Program (UNDP) 
actually helped build the Pyongyang Semi- 
conductor Factory in the 1980s. According 
to both U.S. and South Korean government 
sources cited by the Nuclear Threat Initia- 
tive in Washington, D.C., the regime uses 
the plant to produce electronic components 
for missiles, many of which are aimed at 
U.S. forces and American allies. 

The UNDP was also caught funneling 
millions of U.S. dollars in hard currency 
to the dictatorship, in addition to sensi- 
tive dual-use technology that multiple 
sources have reported could have been 
used in a nuclear program. The contro- 
versial UN agency even allowed North 
Korean regime employees to staff key 
positions. According to an investiga- 
tion by an “External Independent In- 
vestigative Review Panel” appointed 
by UNDP, North Korean agents filled 
jobs including UNDP finance officer; 
program officer slots that designed and 
oversaw UNDP projects across North 
Korea; a technology officer in charge of 
maintaining all UNDP internal and ex- 
ternal communications and servers; and 
more. Even the assistant to the head of 
the UNDP office, who likely had access 
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Killer gets his cash: Mass-murdering North Korean dictator Kim Jong-un oversees what is likely 


the most oppressive regime on the planet, and yet he continues to receive help from the UN, 


Beijing, and more. 


to the chief’s documents, was a North 
Korean. The regime was paid in cash for 
providing slaves to fill those jobs, an- 
other violation of UN rules. 

And when UNDP operations manager 
Artjon Skurtaj tried to blow the whistle on 
all the insanity and lawlessness surround- 
ing the agency’s aid to the communist re- 
gime, he was, in typical UN fashion, vi- 
ciously attacked and retaliated against by 
the UN. He was fired, demonized, humili- 
ated, and slandered by the agency, which 
released disparaging (and false) remarks 
about him to the world without even giv- 
ing him an opportunity to respond. 

The UN’s World Intellectual Property 
Organization, or WIPO, provided aid as 
well: It was recently caught helping the re- 
gime prepare an international patent appli- 
cation for production of sodium cyanide, 
which is used to make the deadly nerve 
gas Tabun. The chemical has been on a 
list of banned items for North Korea since 
2006. “This is a disturbing development 
that should be of great concern to the U.S. 
administration and to Congress, as well 
as the U.S. Representative to the U.N.,” 
William Newcomb, a member of the UN 
Panel of Experts until 2014, was quoted as 
saying by Fox News. Other experts noted 
that aid from WIPO undermines sanctions. 

And the recent cyanide scandal came 
on the heels of the same rogue UN agency 
breaking U.S. law and UN sanctions by 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


sending advanced American technology 
with potential military applications to the 
regime under the guise of helping it “file 
patents.” Under that scheme, exposed by 
whistleblowers, the UN WIPO agency was 
caught sending computer technology to the 
regime, technology the regime was banned 
from receiving under both U.S. federal law 
and UN sanctions. Members of Congress 
were furious, but nobody has been held ac- 
countable so far — except for the whistle- 
blowers who exposed the scandal, who 
faced vicious retaliation from UN bosses. 

Plenty of other UN agencies also help 
the North Korean regime. The UN Indus- 
trial Development Organization, one of 
many UN outfits run by Communist Chi- 
nese diplomats/agents, is currently help- 
ing Pyongyang to develop “businesses” 
that will help the regime earn money to 
support its savage tyranny over its vic- 
tims and further build up its military ca- 
pabilities. The agency, known as UNIDO, 
has funneled millions of dollars in “aid” 
to the regime, too, helping to prop it up 
even longer. 

Many of the UN’s “humanitarian” agen- 
cies also pump aid to the regime — every- 
thing from food to fuel. All help the totali- 
tarian Kim regime to control its victims and 
perpetuate its stranglehold on power, while 
diverting scarce domestic resources into the 
production of more WMDs and military 
schemes. And then, as Americans who fol- 
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low the news know well, all of those WMD 
tests and military threats are used to ter- 
rorize humanity into granting more power 
to the UN, supposedly to “deal” with the 
North Korea problem. Indeed, it is a vi- 
cious cycle that will continue as long as it 
accomplishes its objectives. 


Key Role of U.S. Government 

and the Establishment 

In addition to China, Russia, and the UN, 
the U.S. government is also implicated in 
aiding North Korea. Aside from the fact 
that U.S. taxpayers are the largest finan- 
ciers of the UN, U.S. agencies directly 
funnel American wealth to the North Ko- 
rean dictatorship. Under the 1994 Agreed 
Framework, the U.S. government agreed to 
hand the regime two light-water nuclear re- 
actors, as well as 500,000 tons of heavy fuel 
oil every year, in exchange for Pyongyang 
“freezing” its nuclear weapons program. 
The North Korean regime promptly nulli- 
fied the deal. And yet, the U.S. government 
continued to send supertankers filled with 
oil for almost a decade, giving the dictator 
more resources, energy, and time to oppress 
his victims. According to a Heritage report 
from 2002, North Korea was receiving so 
much American loot that it was the fourth 
largest recipient of foreign aid (after Israel, 
Egypt, and Colombia). 

Not surprisingly, top globalists today 
are calling for Trump to help make the 
Kim regime feel secure. “If the United 
States really hopes to achieve peace on the 
Korean Peninsula, it should stop looking 
for ways to stifle North Korea’s economy 
and undermine Kim Jong Un’s regime and 
start finding ways to make Pyongyang 
feel more secure,” wrote John Delury, 
associate professor of Chinese studies at 
Yonsei University, in Foreign Affairs, the 
premier mouthpiece for the establishment 
swamp known as the Council on Foreign 
Relations. Among other schemes, Delury 
proposed having Trump give Kim a “se- 
curity guarantee,” normalizing diplomatic 
relations, acknowledging the murderous 
regime’s “sovereign right to a space pro- 
gram,” and sending even more tax-funded 
“aid” than Obama wanted to send. In ex- 
change, North Korea could provide slave 
labor for Big Business via its “industrious, 
disciplined, and educated workforce,” De- 
lury wrote. Seriously. 

Current CFR and globalist proposals 


13 


Much of the UN aid to North Korea is allegedly 
“‘numanitarian” assistance. For instance, the UN is 
perpetually pouring “food aid” into North Korea. But 
it is practically common knowledge that much of 
that “aid” is later traded to acquire weapons and 


other war material. 


to help the mass-murdering communist 
regime fit a decades-long pattern. In fact, 
even the enslavement of North Korea 
under communist rule had its roots in the 
betrayal of liberty around the world in the 
wake of World War II by subversive U.S. 
officials — some of whom were later ex- 
posed as Soviet agents and many of whom 
were members of the world-government- 
promoting Council on Foreign Relations. 
Among them: CFR member and Soviet 
spy Alger Hiss, who became the first sec- 
retary-general of the United Nations at its 
founding conference in San Francisco. 

Hiss was also a member of the U.S. del- 
egation to the February 1945 Yalta confer- 
ence among the “Big Three” wartime allies 
— USS. President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, 
and Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin. At Yalta, 
Roosevelt agreed to give the Soviet regime 
control of various areas then occupied by 
the Japanese in exchange for the Soviet 
Union entering the war against Japan. But 
the Soviets, whose forces were armed with 
American-provided lend-lease equipment, 
did not do so until after the atomic bomb 
was dropped on Hiroshima, and a week be- 
fore Japan surrendered. By being allowed 
to join the war right at the end, Stalin’s 
mass-murdering regime reaped the spoils 
of war without having to lift a finger. 

The Japanese-controlled areas prom- 
ised to Stalin included the vast region 
of Manchuria in northern China. The 
whole area was filled with Japanese 
weapons stockpiles and other supplies. 
By handing Manchuria over to Stalin, 
the Soviets were able to commandeer the 
Japanese supplies, and then use them to 
arm communist revolutionary Mao Tse- 
tung, even as U.S. officials were busy 
stabbing anti-communist Chinese leader 
Chiang Kai-shek in the back in what be- 
came key to the communist takeover of 
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China. All the while, CFR operatives in 
government and the media were paint- 
ing Mao as an “agrarian reformer” while 
Chiang, a firm U.S. ally, was painted as 
corrupt and was put under an embargo by 
U.S. authorities. 

More than a few conservatives rec- 
ognized what had happened. But even 
some honest liberals did, too. “The re- 
sponsibility for the failure of our foreign 
policy in the Far East rests squarely with 
the White House and the Department of 
State,” a young John F. Kennedy, serving 
as a congressman at the time, declared in 
the House of Representatives on January 
25, 1949. “The continued insistence that 
aid would not be forthcoming, unless a 
coalition government with the [Chinese] 
Communists were formed, was a crip- 
pling blow to the national government.” 
Five days after that, JFK added: “What 
our young men had saved, our diplomats 
and our President have frittered away.” 
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Another Japanese-controlled territory 
handed over to Soviet control after the 
war was North Korea, again with the ap- 
proval of the U.S. government. And that, 
of course, set the stage for the Korean 
War, with the Soviet-trained North Ko- 
rean army invading South Korea with 
assistance from the Communist Chi- 
nese military that had become a serious 
power thanks to the U.S. policies de- 
scribed above. The U.S. military joined 
the fray to protect South Korea. How- 
ever, it fought under the auspices of the 
Soviet-infested UN, which passed almost 
all significant U.S. plans to North Korean 
forces. This all but ensured a communist 
victory in Korea (officially declared a 
“stalemate”), and left the North under 
brutal communist rule. 

Indeed, General Douglas MacArthur, 
the American general who commanded 
UN forces in Korea, wrote in his book 
Reminiscences about the horrifying be- 
trayal. “I was forbidden ‘hot’ pursuit 
of enemy planes that attacked our own. 
Manchuria and Siberia were sanctuaries 
of inviolate protection for all enemy forc- 
es and for all enemy purposes, no mat- 
ter what depredations or assaults might 
come from there,” he wrote. “Then I was 
denied the right to bomb the hydroelec- 
tric plants along the Yalu. The order was 
broadened to include every plant in North 
Korea which was capable of furnishing 
electric power to Manchuria and Siberia. 


Missiles for the media: |n this media photo by the North Korean regime, Pyongyang is 
supposedly launching an ICBM on July 4, drawing headlines and attention from around the world. 
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Most incomprehensible of all was the re- 
fusal to let me bomb the important supply 
center at Racin, which was not in Man- 
churia or Siberia, but many miles from 
the border, in northeast Korea. Racin 
was a depot to which the Soviet Union 
forwarded supplies from Vladivostok for 
the North Korean Army.” 

This betrayal of brave American and 
Korean forces was well known to com- 
munist forces. In an official leaflet quoted 
by MacArthur in his book, Chinese Gen- 
eral Lin Piao, who commanded the forces 
that helped slaughter tens of thousands of 
Americans, admitted it all. “I would never 
have made the attack and risked my men 
and military reputation if I had not been 
assured that Washington would restrain 
General MacArthur from taking adequate 
retaliatory measures against my lines of 
supply and communication,” the commu- 
nist general was quoted as saying. Mak- 
ing matters worse, Washington, D.C., also 
rejected anti-communist Chinese leader 
Chiang’s offer to provide troops for the 
fight, with the U.S. Seventh Fleet placed 
in the strait between mainland Communist 
China and Chiang’s Republic of China on 
Taiwan to protect the communists from 
Chiang’s forces. 


Communist Regimes 

of the World, Unite 

Aside from condemning the free Chinese 
and the North Koreans to communist slav- 
ery, globalist-minded U.S. policymakers 
also played a crucial role in bringing other 
communist regimes to power — regimes 
that also continue to aid and support the ty- 
rant in Pyongyang. The Communist Castro 
regime enslaving Cuba, for example, is yet 
another mass-murdering totalitarian gov- 
ernment put into power by globalist forces 
in the United States. And not surprisingly, 
it has been a key booster of Pyongyang, 
even getting caught sending vast weapons 
stockpiles to North Korea in violation of 
UN sanctions. 

As regular readers of this magazine 
know well, Cuba, like China, was betrayed 
by subversive forces in the United States 
linked to both the Council on Foreign 
Relations and the Soviet Union. The lead 
propagandist for Castro, for instance, was 
a reporter from the New York Times and a 
CFR member. And under the direction of 
multiple CFR operatives, the U.S. State De- 
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Partners, patronage, and politics: After decades of aiding and abetting the savage dictatorship 


in Pyongyang, the UN is being empowered by globalist and communist rulers to supposedly 


“deal” with the North Korean regime. 


partment and the U.S. government helped 
disarm Cuban leader Fulgencio Batista 
while bringing Castro to power, as docu- 
mented even by the U.S. government’s own 
ambassador to Cuba at the time. “Without 
the United States, Castro would not be in 
power today,” said Earl Smith, the ambas- 
sador, in his 1960 testimony before the U.S. 
Senate Internal Security Subcommittee. 
He even wrote a book about it entitled The 
Fourth Floor: An Account of the Castro 
Communist Revolution. 

Numerous other governments, includ- 
ing many that Pyongyang and Western 
governments helped put in power, such as 
Robert Mugabe’s genocidal dictatorship in 
Zimbabwe, also aid and abet the regime. 
In fact, numerous African dictatorships 
have long histories of good relations with 
North Korea. And the pro-Pyongyang 
Mugabe was actually selected to lead the 
globalist-imposed African Union (AU), 
which includes every national government 
and tyrant on the African continent. The 
artificial construct, aimed at obliterating 
national sovereignty in Africa and bring- 
ing Africans into the new global order, has 
been imposed on the peoples of Africa by 
the U.S. government, the European Union, 
and Pyongyang’s closest ally, Communist 
China. So instrumental has Beijing been 
in the African Union that it even paid to 
build the regional regime’s headquarters in 
Ethiopia. And not surprisingly, the AU and 
its member states have been key enablers 
of North Korea. 

Other would-be regional governments 


are known to aid North Korea, too. The 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 
or ASEAN, for example, which includes 
multiple communist regimes, has been so 
blatant that it has even been asked by U.S. 
officials to quit enabling Pyongyang. “But 
it does not appear that ASEAN countries 
are ready to turn the screws on Pyongyang, 
at least not yet,” explained Kent Boydston, 
a research analyst at the establishment- 
minded Peterson Institute for International 
Economics. “Southeast Asia’s collective 
insouciance has helped Pyongyang fly 
mostly under the radar, fill its coffers, and 
keep its criminal enterprises afloat.” And 
that was after the Kim regime was caught, 
like Communist China, sending its agents 
abroad to murder and kidnap victims in 
ASEAN countries. 


How Pyongyang Helps 

Justify a “New World Order” 

Clearly, North Korea has many willing ac- 
complices around the world, including very 
powerful individuals, governments, and 
organizations. And yet, the supposed threat 
the regime poses to world peace has been 
a key justification for propping up and em- 
powering the very same globalists, regional 
governance mechanisms, and international 
institutions that have been aiding and abet- 
ting Kim’s totalitarian regime for decades. 
Indeed, even Trump — who should know 
better, and indicated that he did on the cam- 
paign trail — has pushed for the Commu- 
nist Chinese regime and the UN to take the 
lead on reining in North Korea. 
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In short, the UN and Chinese foxes are not just 
suarding the henhouse — they are violently devouring 
all the hens while spitting on the farmer even as 

he pretends that the foxes are helping to keep the 


chickens safe. 


“The [UN Security] Council must be 
prepared to impose additional and stron- 
ger sanctions on North Korean nuclear and 
ballistic missile programs,” Trump said at 
a White House meeting with UN Security 
Council diplomats, including representa- 
tives of Pyongyang’s allies in Beijing and 
Moscow. Around the same time, Trump 
spoke with Communist Chinese dictator 
Xi Jinping about the North Korea issue. 
The White House claimed that Xi shared 
Trump’s sense of urgency about the al- 
leged threat posed by North Korea’s mis- 
sile and nuclear programs. And Xi ap- 
parently even “committed to strengthen 


coordination in achieving the denuclear- 
ization of the Korean Peninsula.” 

In June, Trump reiterated the view that 
China, the chief ally of the Kim regime, 
was truly interested in helping to rein it in. 
“While I greatly appreciate the efforts of 
President [dictator] Xi and China to help 
with North Korea, it has not worked out,” 
Trump wrote on Twitter, claiming that he 
knew “China tried!” At the same time, U.S. 
Secretary of Defense James Mattis and U.S. 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson were meet- 
ing with their Communist Chinese counter- 
parts to supposedly work on the issue. And 
incredibly, the senior U.S. diplomat for East 


Asia said the Trump administration was 
consulting with Beijing on implementation 
of UN resolutions about North Korea. 

There are several reasons why trusting 
the UN or its Security Council to “deal” 
with North Korea would be not just futile, 
but counterproductive — unless the goal 
was simply empowering the UN for its 
own sake. Two of the UN Security Coun- 
cil’s permanent members, Moscow and 
Beijing, are allies of Pyongyang. The re- 
gime ruling China, meanwhile, is and has 
been the North Korean dictator’s most im- 
portant ally, along with the Soviet Union, 
both militarily and economically. 

A closer look at China’s relationship 
with Western globalists also exposes the 
whole fraud. In 2009, for example, glob- 
alist billionaire George Soros, a close ally 
and financier of Obama, called for Bei- 
jing to “own” the “New World Order.” “I 
think you need a new world order, that 
China has to be part of the process of cre- 
ating it and they have to buy in, they have 
to own it in the same way as the United 


ARE NORTH KOREAN MISSILES 


A REAL THREAT TO THE UNITED STATES? 


by Alex Newman 


' , y atching the establishment media or listening to Kim Jong- 

un threaten to turn mainland America into a ball of fire, it 

is not hard to believe that North Korea’s tin-pot dictator 

might be able to strike the United States tomorrow with a nuclear 

ICBM and cause massive loss of life. And indeed, thanks to dec- 

ades of assistance from the United Nations, U.S. taxpayers, and the 

mass-murdering Communist Chinese Party, there is a chance that the 

scenario could be plausible. However, at least for now, the evidence 

suggests Pyongyang lacks the ability to launch missiles that could 
strike American soil. 

On July 4, the North Korean regime carried out a test that experts 
described as the launch of an intercontinental ballistic missile ICBM). 
However, much more would be required for such a missile to pose a 
serious threat to Americans, including a nuclear warhead small enough 
to be carried by a missile, as well as re-entry technology needed to 
make a strike successful. 

According to South Korea’s National Intelligence Service, known 
as NIS, the North Korean regime, at present, would not even be capa- 
ble of hitting Hawaii — much less the continental United States. “The 
NIS sees North Korea as not yet capable of re-entry technology,” said 
South Korean National Assembly member Lee Wan-young ata July 11 
news conference. Without that technology, the regime would report- 
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edly be incapable of hitting a specific target with its nuclear warheads. 

However, despite that, some evidence does suggest that the North 
Korean regime may eventually be able to hit American targets. In 
fact, some estimates suggest that could happen in as little as a year 
from now. A new assessment by U.S. and East Asian intelligence 
officials cited by the globalist Council on Foreign Relations — for 
what it’s worth — suggested that the Kim regime would be able to 
launch a nuclear-capable ICBM as early as next year. 

And more than a few analysts have pointed to the potential threat 
of an electromagnetic pulse (EMP) attack. In essence, such an attack 
would involve detonating a nuclear blast at a high altitude over the 
United States, probably from one of the regime’s currently orbiting 
satellites. Far from being the stuff of science fiction, experts such as 
Dr. Peter Vincent Pry, the executive director of the Task Force on Na- 
tional and Homeland Security, warned that Pyongyang may already be 
plotting such an attack — and that it could potentially kill millions by 
frying all electronic capabilities across a massive radius. 

Under one line of reasoning, the regime would never do that, as it 
may well be the equivalent of national suicide once U.S. authorities 
responded. However, if Kim is indeed a puppet of the Communist 
Chinese dictatorship, which is hardly an unreasonable inference, 
then using Pyongyang to launch the attack could help destroy the 
United States while giving Beijing plausible deniability. Either way, 
experts say the U.S. government must be prepared. 
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States owns ... the current order,” Soros 
said. The billionaire extremist reiterated 
that sentiment the next year while claim- 
ing China had a “better functioning gov- 
ernment than the United States.” 

Another globalist who helped the mass- 
murdering regime in China rise to its cur- 
rent position as a leading player in the 
emerging New World Order was the re- 
cently deceased David Rockefeller, a key 
player in the CFR, the Bilderberg network, 
the Trilateral Commission, and other or- 
gans of the establishment swamp. Ina 1973 
op-ed in the New York Times after a trip to 
China, Rockefeller openly celebrated the 
barbarous regime and its brutal handiwork. 

“The social experiment in China under 
Chairman Mao’s leadership is one of the 
most important and successful in human 
history,” Rockefeller claimed, seeming- 
ly oblivious to the ghoulishness of his 
words. The Western banking magnate 
neglected to mention that this “social ex- 
periment” he and his Western globalist 
cohorts helped bring about resulted in the 
murder of an estimated 77 million inno- 
cent Chinese people, according to Uni- 
versity of Hawaii democide scholar R.J. 
Rummel. That does not even count the 
millions of Korean victims. 

In short, the UN and Chinese foxes 
are not just guarding the henhouse — 
they are violently devouring all the hens 
while spitting on the farmer even as he 
pretends that the foxes are helping to 
keep the chickens safe. Indeed, in the 
real world, globalists and communists 
are using North Korea as a pretext to 
empower the UN, whitewash Beijing’s 
murderous tyranny, and build up what 
they refer to as the “New World Order.” 
Incredibly, perhaps, globalists Rich- 
ard Rhodes and Michael Shellenberger, 
writing in the CFR mouthpiece Foreign 
Affairs in May, are now even calling for 
Pyongyang to be allowed to have a nu- 
clear program — a program that will, in 
the future, undoubtedly be used to justify 
ever more globalism. 


The Globalists’ Puppet 

The allegedly “rogue” dictator ruling 
North Korea is not just some lone nut “fat 
kid” with nuclear weapons, as he is often 
portrayed in the establishment press in 
the United States and around the world. 
Instead, he appears to be a tool of power- 
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With friends like these... Even President Donald Trump appears to have fallen for the ruse that 
the UN and the Chinese regime should take the lead in reining in the North Korean dictatorship 
they’ve been helping for generations. 


ful communist and globalist forces hop- 
ing to exploit his seemingly bizarre, er- 
ratic behavior as a means of centralizing 
and globalizing government control, pri- 
marily through the UN. And if that is the 
goal, as the evidence suggests, the tactics 
have been incredibly successful so far — 
as evidenced by President Trump’s bid to 
put the UN and China in the driver’s seat. 

In summary, the regime in North Korea 
is best understood as a puppet of the re- 
gime in Beijing. And the regime in Bei- 
jing — regardless of what its barbaric 
communist leaders may think about it 
— is best understood as a key tool of the 
globalist establishment in pursuing what 
is referred to as “global governance.” 
This all has enormous ramifications for 
U.S. foreign policy, and for the supposed 
“crisis” on the Korean peninsula. 

It does not mean, of course, that 
Pyongyang poses no danger to America 
and the American people — far from it. 
In fact, globalist CFR member Lincoln 
Bloomfield wrote in a 1962 report for 
the U.S. State De- 
partment entitled “A 
World Effectively 
Controlled by the 
United Nations” that 
war and the threat 
of war were the best 
means of transform- 
ing national attitudes 


enough to make it possible to install the 
UN as a world government. 

So, while the facts do not suggest North 
Korea is harmless — far from it — they 
do suggest that expecting to use the UN, 
Beijing, or both to somehow “deal” with 
the threat of North Korea is an absurd 
proposition at best. Indeed, as the evidence 
shows, the UN and Beijing are two of the 
key powers responsible for creating the 
North Korean threat in the first place. In- 
stead, simply pulling the U.S. government 
out of the UN and defunding it, along with 
stopping the subsidies to Kim’s murderous 
regime, would do more damage to Pyong- 
yang than anything attempted thus far. Plus, 
the South Koreans should be more than ca- 
pable of protecting themselves, should the 
need ever arise. 

Policymakers in Washington, D.C., 
should start by ending the tax-funded sub- 
sidies for the threats they purport to be 
so concerned about. Then, perhaps, the 
American people may be able to consider 
taking those officials seriously again. ll 
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Fake News 
FAILS TO COMPREHEND 


Even as left-wing news outlets, such as PBS, wonder 
aloud why the public distrusts them, they call anyone 
who disagrees with them vile names and celebrate leftist 


violence. 


by William F. Jasper 


n the July 3, 2017 edition of PBS 
(ersten host Judy Woodruff 

and her guests agonized over a 
“horrible trend”: Americans do not trust 
the so-called mainstream media (MSM) 
anymore. The cause of the PBS panel’s 
angst was yet another poll showing not only 
public distrust of the media, but the added 
insult that more people trust President Don- 
ald Trump than trust the media. Salting the 
wound is the fact that the poll was produced 
by PBS itself, in conjunction with National 
Public Radio and Marist Poll. 

Woodruff worriedly noted that accord- 
ing to the PBS/NPR/Marist national sur- 
vey of 1,205 adults, there is “high distrust 
of the news media.” Only 30 percent of 
the poll respondents said they had “‘a great 
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deal” or “a good amount” of trust in the 
media, as compared to 37 percent who 
said they had “a great deal” or “a good 
amount” of trust in the Trump administra- 
tion. Ouch! That has to hurt; after dumping 
relentlessly on Trump for months, he not 
only beats them in the election-day poll, 
but in the opinion polls as well! Drilling 
down into the survey data reveals what is, 
undoubtedly, even more troubling to the 
liberal Left: The sampling was weighted 
to include higher numbers of voters identi- 
fying themselves as “Democrat,” “Strong 
Democrats,” and “Democrat leaning in- 
dependents” than those identifying as 
“Republican,” “Strong Republican,” and 
“Republican leaning independents.” 
However, the picture — from the stand- 
point of the worried members of the left- 
leaning media — is much more “horrible” 


than even the PBS survey indicates. Wood- 
ruff and her Fourth Estate comrades are 
fully aware that they have been losing trust 
— and audience share — for years, due 
largely to their blatant ideological bias. Poll 
after poll — Gallup, AP, Rasmussen, Pew 
— has documented the American public’s 
low esteem for the “prestige” press, the glo- 
balist thought cartel that falsely flies under 
the “mainstream media” banner. A Rasmus- 
sen poll in 2013 found that only six percent 
of Americans considered the major media 
to be “very trustworthy.” Six percent! 

But back to the PBS lamentations on 
this “horrible trend.” Speaking to her col- 
league, Stuart Rothenberg, Woodruff re- 
marked: “But the bottom line here, Stu, 
is that the media may be a good whipping 
boy.” Yes, according to the media spin- 
meisters, the reason for the widespread 
— and growing — distrust of the media 
is that the ignorant, bigoted, unreason- 
able American public has simply targeted 
the Fourth Estate as “a good whipping 
boy” on which to vent their frustrations. 
It has nothing to do (of course) with the 
fact that anyone with eyes to see and ears 
to hear can hardly escape the realization 
that the unremitting media attacks on 
Donald Trump over the past year have 
been unprecedented in volume, intensity, 
and viciousness. The non-stop, over-the- 
top, anti-Trump media attacks, however, 
were merely the final straw for millions 
of Americans who had become inured to 
the hard-left media bias on virtually every 
polarized issue: abortion, gun control, 
global warming, ObamaCare, homosexual 
“marriage,” LGBTQ “rights,” transgender 
bathrooms, immigration-migration, “‘so- 
cial justice,” “hate speech,” political cor- 
rectness, and on and on. When President 
Trump called out the key media organi- 
zations as “Fake News,” millions cheered 
because the charge resonated. Trump’s 
denunciation clearly describes verifiable 
reality. However, there is little reason to 
hope that this wake-up call to the media 
will cause them to change their ways. Re- 
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form is not on their agenda. In fact, every 
indication is that they are doubling down, 
becoming even more belligerent and belli- 
cose in pressing the same leftward agenda. 
Returning to PBS NewsHour, Judy 
Woodruff wrapped up the aforementioned 
segment by focusing on the issue of — 
“civility.” Ah yes, “progressives” are so 
concerned about civility. We know that 
because they talk about it all the time, al- 
ways in the context, naturally, of how this 
precious public commodity is being en- 
dangered and shredded by Christians, con- 
servatives, Republicans, and “angry white 
males.” A word search for “civility” on the 
PBS website yields literally hundreds of 
entries, including dozens of programs ded- 
icated solely to that issue, with titles such 
as “Can Civility Survive?” “Text, Talk, 
and Civility,” and “Civility in Politics,” 
all supposedly grappling with the thorny 
issue of how to prevent the continued ero- 
sion of our social and political comity. 
Woodruff pointed out that the second 
question in the PBS/NPR/Marist poll 
asked: “Since Donald Trump was elected 
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president in 2016, do you think the over- 
all tone and level of civility in Washing- 
ton between Republicans and Democrats 
has improved, stayed the same, or gotten 
worse?” She observed that 70 percent say 
it has gotten worse. The unstated, but im- 
plied, message is that it is President Trump 
and his supporters who are responsible for 
shattering our civic harmony. The “#Not- 
MyPresident” and “anti-fascist” rioters 
(along with the politicians, celebrities, and 
news organizations that promote them) 
apparently bear no culpability for the tur- 
moil. Stu Rothenberg followed up Wood- 
ruff’s remark, commenting that, indeed, 
“things have deteriorated, they’re coarser, 
more vulgar; it’s not a time of better tone.” 
“Well,” Woodruff responded, “we are glad 
to promote civility here at the NewsHour.” 

Really? Is that what PBS is always so 
big on — promoting civility? Granted, 
their presentation style is more refined and 
less confrontational, less bombastic than, 
say, CNN, MSNBC, or Comedy Central, 
but their content has always been full-tilt 
to the left — pro-Castro, pro-socialist, 


Why don’t they trust us? PBS host Judy 
Woodruff (shown) and her “expert” 
panel expressed bewilderment that their 
own poll shows “high distrust of the 
news media.” 


pro-abortion, pro-LGBT, pro-Democrat, 
anti-gun, anti-Christian, anti-Republican, 
etc. — with nary an apology to, or concern 
for, the taxpayers forced to fund PBS’ of- 
fensive propaganda. Not exactly civil be- 
havior, no? Also rating low in the civility 
department are the numerous guests and 
commentators who populate the PBS/ 
NPR universe and who can dependably be 
counted on to denounce their opponents 
(and, by extension, millions of Americans) 
as racists, xenophobes, homophobes, 
transphobes, Islamophobes, misogynists, 
fascists, white supremacists — you al- 
ready know the ad hominem litany. 

Out of literally hundreds of examples 
from the PBS anti-civility grab bag, we 
can cite, for instance, the shooting of House 
Majority Whip Steve Scalise and other Re- 
publicans, who were gunned down at a 
baseball practice on June 14. The problem 
for the anti-Trump media mavens was that 
the shooter, James T. Hodgkinson, was not 
only a virulently anti-Trump Democrat, 
but an avid Bernie Sanders supporter who 
had worked as a volunteer on Sanders’ 
presidential campaign. He, reportedly, was 
very active posting on social media and 
“belonged to a number of anti-Republican 
groups, including one called ‘Terminate 
the Republican Party.’” Evidently, he inter- 
preted his membership in that group quite 
literally. So how did PBS react to this act 
of incivility? Why, blame it on the Repub- 
licans, of course! But before getting to the 
blame game, PBS NewsHour violated the 
basic rule that governs most newsrooms: 
“Tf it bleeds, it leads.” In this case, PBS 
buried the lead story under an avalanche of 
their usual all-Trump-all-bad-all-the-time 
“news” and “analysis.” Certainly, if it had 
been a Democrat shot by one of those Re- 
publican “bitter clingers” (Obama’s char- 
acterization) or “deplorables” (Hillary’s 
description), this would have been the lead 
— and only — story ... day after day after 
day. However, after burning up nearly all of 
the NewsHour’s segment with anti-Trump 
screed, veteran PBS bloviator Mark Shields 
pivoted to the Scalise shooting to blame the 
tragic event on an alleged escalation of un- 
civil and abusive rhetoric launched by Re- 
publican Speaker of the House Newt Gin- 
grich in the 1990s! No mention by Shields 
of the obvious: the explicit calls to violence 
against President Trump, his family, his 
supporters, and Republicans. No mention 
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“Trike Down 


Blaming the victims: James Hodgkinson, a iberale eft snarl and Bernie Sanders supporter, 
gunned down Representative Steve Scalise and other Republicans, but the media were quick to 


put blame on Trump and the GOP. 


of the mock beheadings, the burnings in ef- 
figy, the riots, the beatings, the threats to 
“kill” and “assassinate.” 

PBS, alas, is no outlier in this media bias 
game. Indeed, everything we have men- 
tioned above fits most of the other major 
media players as well. Regarding the Scal- 
ise shooting, the Washington Post's Peter 
Holley did PBS one better, concocting a bi- 
zarre, convoluted rationale that attempted 
to hold Donald Trump and Bob Romanik, 
a small-time, pro-Trump radio broadcaster 
in Belleville, Illinois (the shooter’s home- 
town) responsible for inciting the crime. 
The New York Times, naturally, could not 
resist the temptation to join the leftist media 
dogpile. The Times editorial board used 
the Scalise shooting to resurrect the long- 
discredited charge that former Alaska Gov- 
ernor Sarah Palin was responsible for the 
2011 shooting of Democrat Representative 
Gabby Giffords (which left Giffords se- 
verely wounded and six others dead). Palin 
has initiated a defamation lawsuit against 
the Zimes, and the paper is now back-ped- 
aling to avoid a costly payout. 


What Bias? 
Reporters, editors, and pundits for the 
major media typically scoff at charges 
by conservatives that their news cover- 
age and commentary are skewed with a 
liberal slant. However, many independent 
studies have confirmed and quantified the 
liberal-left bias that virtually any sentient 
consumer of “news” knows to be the real- 
ity when it comes to MSM reporting. 
Thomas Patterson, Bradlee professor 
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of government and the press at Harvard 
University’s Shorenstein Center on Media, 
Politics and Public Policy, is no conserva- 
tive. His study, “News Coverage of Don- 
ald Trump’s First 100 Days,” released on 
May 18, 2017, sets the record straight on 
the bias argument. Patterson based his 
study on an analysis of news reports in the 
print editions of the New York Times, the 
Wall Street Journal, and the Washington 
Post; the main newscasts of CBS, CNN, 
Fox News, and NBC; and three European 
news outlets (the U.K.’s Financial Times 
and BBC, and Germany’s ARD). 

President Trump, Professor Patterson re- 
ported, “dominated media coverage in the 
outlets and programs analyzed, with Trump 
being the topic of 41 percent of all news 
stories — three times the amount of cover- 
age received by previous presidents.” 

In its press release summarizing Pat- 
terson’s study, the Shorenstein Center 
noted that “Trump has received unspar- 
ing coverage for most weeks of his presi- 
dency, without a single major topic where 
Trump’s coverage, on balance, was more 
positive than negative, setting a new stan- 
dard for unfavorable press coverage of a 
president.” Trump’s coverage during his 
first 100 days, the center reported, “was 
not merely negative in overall terms. It 
was unfavorable on every dimension.” 
The study breaks down the negativity on 
issues such as immigration, healthcare, in- 
ternational trade, terrorism, the economy, 
etc. “There was not a single major topic 
where Trump’s coverage was more posi- 
tive than negative,” the center noted. 


Patterson states in his study: “CNN and 
NBC’s coverage was the most unrelenting 
— negative stories about Trump outpaced 
positive ones by 13-to-1 on the two net- 
works.” That finding will not be surpris- 
ing to anyone who has watched the vicious 
treatment the president has received from 
those networks. Nor should anyone be sur- 
prised by Patterson’s findings about the 
other hatchet wielders of the media assas- 
sination squad. Trump’s negative coverage 
at CBS exceeded 90 percent. At the New 
York Times it was 87 percent. The Wash- 
ington Post came in at 83 percent negative. 

“Trump’s coverage during his first 100 
days was negative even by the standards 
of today’s hyper-critical press,” Patterson 
stated. “Studies of earlier presidents found 
nothing comparable to the level of unfa- 
vorable coverage afforded Trump.” 

Patterson’s study shows a continua- 
tion of the media hyper-negativity toward 
Trump that was already blazingly evident 
during the campaign. The Media Research 
Center (MRC) reported in January of this 
year, “In the twelve weeks since the party 
conventions concluded in late July, Repub- 
lican presidential nominee Donald Trump 
has received significantly more broadcast 
network news coverage than his Demo- 
cratic rival, Hillary Clinton, but nearly all 
of that coverage (91%) has been hostile.” 

The MRC study, which analyzed cover- 
age on all 588 evening newscasts of ABC, 
CBS, and NBC from July 29 through 
October 20, 2016 found that Trump was 
repeatedly “slammed as embodying ‘the 
politics of fear,’ or a ‘dangerous’ and ‘vul- 
gar’ ‘misogynistic bully.’” 

On February 17, 2017, President 
Trump sent out his immortal tweet: 
“The FAKE NEWS media (failing @ny- 
times, @NBCNews, @ABC, @CBS, @ 
CNN) is not my enemy, it is the enemy 
of the American People!” Whatever one 
may think of President Trump — and he 
is a flawed individual with plenty of room 
for criticism — he clearly hit the bullseye 
with that call-out. The Fake News organs 
he targeted have been trying to exact re- 
venge ever since, claiming Trump has 
declared war on the very idea of a free 
press, enshrined in the First Amendment. 
But as the polls show, the American 
people aren’t buying it; they realize that 
the globalist media elites are indeed “the 
enemy of the American People!” 
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LET’S TALK 


Tolerance and Livility 


The political Left prides itself on its “tolerance” and “civility,” while almost across the 
board demonstrating hate, incivility, intolerance, and hypocrisy. 


by William F. Jasper 


ver the past year, the “main- 
O stream media” punditocracy has 

sermonized the American people 
non-stop on the necessity of being more 
“civil” toward and “tolerant” of those 
with whom we disagree. Invariably, 
they point to unsubstantiated allegations 
of threats, taunts, or physical violence 
supposedly perpetrated by unidentified 
“Trump supporters.” However, the same 
civility preachers are nowhere to be found 
when national figures on the Left — in 
politics, media, academia, and entertain- 
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ment — engage in viciously uncivil be- 
havior (sometimes criminally so). What 
follows is but a small sampling of liter- 
ally hundreds that could be cited. We’re 
still waiting for expressions of outrage by 
the media’s “civility police.” 

California Democratic Party Chair- 
man John Burton and “F*** Donald 
Trump”: “Elder statesman” John Burton 
did not merely make an offhand, vulgar 
comment during an unguarded moment. 
In May, at the party’s state convention, 
the outgoing California Democratic 
Party chairman led an obscene televised 
spectacle in which top Democrats joined 
him on stage and, defiantly jutting their 
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middle fingers into the air, shouted 
“F*** Donald Trump.” 

NBC Producer Approvingly Calls 
Would-be Donald Trump Assassin “A 
Good Guy With a Gun”: When Michael 
Steven Sanford, an illegal alien from 
England, tried to grab a policeman’s 
gun to shoot Donald Trump at a rally in 
Las Vegas, Matt Mowrer, a producer for 
NBC Universal, tweeted: “It could be 
argued that the dude who was hoping to 
assassinate Donald Trump is a good guy 
with a gun.” 

Bernstein Calls Trump “Danger- 
ous” and “Neo-fascist”: Ex-Washing- 
ton Post reporter of Watergate fame Carl 
Bernstein stoked the violent “Antifa” 
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movement with a rant on CNN on Oc- 
tober 21, 2016: “This campaign is now 
about a neo-fascist — I keep coming 
back to that — sociopath.... He is setting 
himself up as the head of ... a real neo- 
fascist movement.... Is there going to be 
remnants of a neo-fascist movement that 
he leads in this country after this elec- 
tion? It’s a dangerous thing. We’re in a 
dangerous place.” 

Olbermann Calls Donald Trump 
“Scum of the Earth,” “Saddam Hus- 
sein,” “Hitler”: Ex-MSNBC host Keith 
Olbermann, now host on GQ.com’s The 
Closer with Keith Olbermann, ranted on 
an October 6, 2016 GQ.com video: “Don- 
ald Trump is the scum of the Earth.... 
We have had enough!” In a November 
29 diatribe, he likened Trump to mass- 
murdering dictators: “Saddam Hussein, 
Mussolini, Fidel Castro, Mao Tse-tung, 
Stalin, Pol Pot, bin Laden, Hitler.” 

Salon.com Writer Says Trump Is 
Mussolini: Fedja Buric, a writer for 
Salon.com, wrote a March 2016 article 
entitled “Trump’s not Hitler, he’s Mus- 
solini: How GOP anti-intellectualism 
created a modern fascist movement in 
America.” According to Buric, “Fascism 
is about the most powerful epithet one 
can use — but it fits with Donald Trump.” 
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Huffington Post Veteran Wishes 
Early Death for President Trump: For- 
mer social media editor at Huffington 
Post Ethan Fedida, now director of social 
media at the news site Ozy, on January 
25, 2017, tweeted: “Looking on the bright 
side: the stress of the presidency should 
help kill @realDonaldTrump faster.” 

Comedians “Behead” Donald 
Trump: Comedian/actor George Lopez 
tweeted a “cartoon” of Mexican drug 
lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman hold- 
ing up the bloody, severed head of Presi- 
dent Trump. CNN comedienne and com- 
mentator Kathy Griffin went further, 
with a gory video in which she holds up 
a fake bloody, severed head that looks 
like Trump. 

Writer for “Liberal” U.K. Paper En- 
dorses Trump Assassination: Monisha 
Rajesh, a writer for the left-wing U.K. 
paper The Guardian, tweeted on Novem- 
ber 8, 2016, just after Trump’s victory 
was announced, “It’s about time for a 
presidential assassination.” 

New York Times columnist/corre- 
spondent Roger Cohen Calls President 
Trump a “Thug”: Roger Cohen, in his 
Times column for October 3, 2016, wrote, 
“Donald Trump is a thug. He’s a thug who 
talks gibberish, and lies, and cheats, and 
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has issues, to put it mildly, with women.” 

Rosie Launches Kill Trump Online 
Video Game: Rosie O’Donnell tweeted 
a “Push Trump Off A Cliff Again” ac- 
tion game, in which participants can 
push President Trump (presumably to his 
death) off a high cliff or into a volcano of 
molten lava. 

Johnny Depp “Jokes” About Assas- 
sinating President Trump: Actor John- 
ny Depp was clearly referencing Lincoln 
assassin John Wilkes Booth when he told 
a cheering crowd at the Glastonbury Fes- 
tival in England in June, “When was the 
last time an actor assassinated a presi- 
dent?... However, it’s been a while, and 
maybe it’s time.” Depp made this com- 
ment barely a week following the shoot- 
ings of Representative Steve Scalise (R- 
La.) and other Republicans on June 14 by 
a Bernie Sanders supporter. 

Robb Reiner Declares “All Out 
War” on Trump: Activist/actor Rob 
Reiner (“Meathead” from the A// in the 
Family sitcom) tweeted on June 25, 2017 
that “the fight to save Democracy is now 
an all out war.” He has also called Trump, 
on MSNBC, “a lunatic,” “insane,” “un- 
stable,” and “a pathological liar,” and 
called Trump supporters “racists.” Hi 
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Socialism is becoming fashionable around the world — 
usually under the guise of helping those in need — but 
the universal characteristics of it are poverty, misery, and 
corruption. 


by Charles Scaliger 


ocialism — the systematic dilution 
S" private property rights and free 
enterprise by government — has 
become, in widely varying degrees, the 
order of the day in most of the world. The 
entirety of Africa is socialist, and so, with 
the exceptions of the United Arab Emirates, 
Singapore, and perhaps several other of the 
East Asian “dragons,” is Asia. Communist 
China, with its enclaves of capitalism in 
Hong Kong, Shanghai, and certain other 
cities benefiting from the willingness of 
Western factories to take advantage of local 
cheap labor, might appear to be a glaring 
exception, but life for hundreds of millions 
of Chinese living outside such privileged 
enclaves is as impoverished as ever, even if 
no longer as severe as under Chairman Mao 
and his fanatical socialist shock troops. 
Europe is socialist, too — more so per- 
haps in the eurozone than elsewhere — 
and nowhere in Europe, save perhaps in 
Switzerland and a few tiny free market 
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havens such as Andorra and Malta, can 
the economic system be characterized as 
other than socialist. Unfortunately, much 
the same can be said of the New World, 
with significant degrees of economic 
freedom and opportunity remaining only 
in Canada, the United States, and Chile, 
although all three of those countries also 
have a strong socialistic bent. It is prob- 
ably no exaggeration to say that the closest 
thing to free market enclaves remaining 
in the world are to be found in the East 
Asian “dragons,” especially Singapore; 
in the United Arab Emirates, particularly 
magnificent Dubai; and in the various mi- 
crostate tax havens in Europe, such as An- 
dorra, Monaco, and Liechtenstein. 
Because many modern socialist coun- 
tries have not reached the extreme cir- 
cumstances of Cambodia under the Khmer 
Rouge, Germany under the Nazis, or the 
former Soviet Union and its many client 
states behind the Iron Curtain, it is tempt- 
ing to dismiss a “little” socialism as a vex- 
ing but harmless inconvenience. To those 


Poisoned fruits of socialism: Socialism 
always abets moral and social decay because 
of the desperation engendered by poverty and 
because of the contempt for law and order that 
it inevitably produces. On infamous GB Road, 
in Delhi, thousands of children are prostituted, 
bought, and sold on one of the world’s largest 
sex markets — and the government largely 
turns a blind eye. 


of us living under varying degrees of Eu- 
ropean “democratic socialism” or its close 
kin, American “progressivism,” socialism 
can even appear to be benign, because post- 
Cold War socialism is not (yet) as totalitar- 
ian as the Stalinist regimes of the former 
Eastern Bloc and Mao’s Communist China. 
There are exceptions, of course: Cuba re- 
mains a bastion of old-style Stalinism, Ven- 
ezuela now appears to be following Cuba 
into the socialist abyss, and North Korea is 
probably the most totalitarian socialist hell 
on Earth still in existence. 

But most socialist countries today have 
not yet attained such extremes. And for 
Western countries with vast amounts of 
wealth accrued from previous generations 
of free market capitalism, socialism ap- 
pears, for the time being, to be an afford- 
able conceit. 

However, for billions of people through- 
out the optimistically styled “developing 
world,” socialism is a dreary reality. Such 
countries mostly adopted socialism before 
accruing capital for socialists to squander, 
and as a result, socialism has kept them in 
permanent impoverishment. But because 
most such countries have not erected Iron 
Curtain-style borders to isolate them from 
the free world, nor possess fearsome arse- 
nals of weapons of mass destruction, their 
plight — unlike the former Eastern Bloc 
countries — passes largely unnoticed in 
the West. We are aware, in abstract terms 
at least, of their poverty, persistently low 
standard of living, and seemingly intrac- 
table corruption. We may travel freely 
across their borders as tourists, but usu- 
ally keep ourselves insulated from their 
socioeconomic realities. 

It is often claimed that such poor coun- 
tries owe their poverty not to socialism but 
to corruption. But corruption is the univer- 
sal byproduct of socialism. Well does this 
author remember the shock among leftist 
elites after the collapse of Communist East 
Germany in 1989. Erich Honecker, East 
Germany’s longtime communist dictator, 
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was often lionized in the Western press 
for his alleged personal austerity and 
ideological sincerity. But when the Berlin 
Wall came down, the sordid reality of Ho- 
necker’s personal life — the swank for- 
eign villas and dissolute lifestyle — came 
to light, to the consternation of socialist 
true believers. 

None of which is to say that corruption 
is absent from non-socialist regimes. But 
socialism is to corruption what Petri dish- 
es are to microbial growth. And nearly all 
developing countries have adopted social- 
ism as their political system. 

Having spent years living in impov- 
erished socialist countries, in some cases 
learning their languages and becoming 
well acquainted with their people, this au- 
thor has studied “democratic socialism” 
by experiencing it firsthand. Since this is 
the phase of socialist degradation that the 
United States is now entering, as the ef- 
fects of persistent socialism begin to sig- 
nificantly degrade our standard of living, it 
is useful to consider some of the universal 
characteristics of incipient socialism, the 
near-universal prelude to the barbarities of 
totalitarianism that will eventually follow. 
These characteristics are much easier to 
discern in poor countries that have never 
been wealthy and which therefore have no 
artifacts, such as modern factories and in- 
frastructure, left over from more prosper- 
ous times, as is the case in many European 


countries. In perennially poor countries in 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America, the fol- 
lowing effects of socialism unalloyed by 
erstwhile capitalism are on full display: 

1. Everything breaks easily. In a pre- 
dominantly socialist economy, there is 
little competition, and so manufacturers 
(including, of course, state-run concerns) 
have little incentive to monitor or improve 
the quality of their products. According- 
ly, most Westerners quickly learn that, 
although socialist countries possess the 
same technological know-how, in theory, 
as developed countries, they typically do 
not make full use of it. Plastic goods in 
particular are always much more fragile, 
and the plastic itself tends to be of percep- 
tibly lower quality and to degrade much 
more quickly than in a free market econo- 
my. Household appliances, furniture (par- 
ticularly mass-produced plastic chairs and 
tables), tools, machinery, motor vehicles, 
and so on, are alike in need of frequent 
repairs and replacement. Essential items 
such as water pumps, toilets, and showers, 
which are exposed to water as a matter of 
course, are especially unreliable. 

2. There is very little variety available 
for purchase in all but the highest-end 
stores. Most consumer products, from 
toothpaste and toilet paper to hand tools, 
are manufactured by state-run monopo- 
lies, which produce one brand of middling 
quality at best. 


Colombo, 
Sri Lanka 


Police state: Because socialism produces constant civil unrest and general disregard for law and 
order, an overwhelming and ubiquitous police presence is required to maintain a semblance of order. 
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3. Few foreign-made things are avail- 
able, except for high-end items, such as 
motor vehicles, that the local economy does 
not have the assets to produce. Because so- 
cialists are certain of the adequacy of social- 
ism to provide necessary goods and servic- 
es, would-be foreign competitors are almost 
always rigorously excluded from local mar- 
kets. This is because superior foreign goods 
would create pressure on socialized domes- 
tic manufacturers to improve their products 
— something that government-run entities, 
with their perverse incentive structures, are 
always loath to do. 

4. There is no respect for the law. An 
almost universal trait of poor socialist 
countries is the appalling disregard for 
laws, something even casual foreign visi- 
tors take notice of the first time they ex- 
perience the chaotic and lawless traffic 
in such countries. This is because under 
socialism, the law is used as an instru- 
ment for plunder. The central rationale of 
socialism is the alleged need for the state 
to redistribute wealth, which it does effec- 
tively — but not from the rich to the poor. 
Instead, because of the perverse incentives 
built into socialism, such governments al- 
ways arbitrarily redistribute wealth from 
private citizens to the government and cer- 
tain select cronies, and do so more or less 
at the whim of the state, with none of the 
restraining influences of limited constitu- 
tional government. The law and the state 
therefore command no moral authority. 

This is one reason that Mexicans and 
citizens of many other poor socialist coun- 
tries do not regard illegal immigration to 
the United States as morally objection- 
able; the entire notion of law and order as 
moral goods to which we owe allegiance 
is ludicrous to those for whom the govern- 
ment and the law are nothing more than 
means for the few to plunder the many, and 
for the privileged to preserve their status 
at the expense of everyone else. We hear 
much in the news about the lawless be- 
havior of many illegal immigrants (many 
Mexicans living illegally in the United 
States see no reason to get a driver’s li- 
cense, for example), but this is completely 
predictable given the cynical perspective 
on law that socialism encourages. Many 
of those same illegal immigrants have no 
problem taking advantage of welfare laws 
in the United States to procure welfare, 
education, and other “free” benefits — 
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since with such they are using the law and 
the government in the manner to which 
they are accustomed, namely, as a means 
to plunder everyone else. 

5. Dishonesty and corruption are the 
orders of the day, and not just for the gov- 
ernment. Americans visiting countries in 
the “developing world” are often taken 
aback by the degree to which even ordi- 
nary citizens are willing to cheat foreign- 
ers. At first enthralled by how friendly and 
helpful everyone appears to be, foreign 
visitors soon realize that many people 
who treat them with courtesy and interest 
are in fact only angling for money. Invita- 
tions to dinner and spontaneous help with 
directions on the street turn out to be thin- 
ly veiled sales pitches for money. Throngs 
of aggressive touts are fixtures wherever 
foreigners tend to congregate. And prices 
charged by street vendors and taxi drivers 
are far in excess of what locals pay. Gov- 
ernment officials, of course, are almost 
all corrupt, in many countries unwilling 
to discharge any of their official duties 
without a bribe. And public attractions 
such as museums, archaeological sites, 
and national parks typically charge tour- 
ists from wealthy countries many times 
what they charge locals; in the country 
this writer is now visiting, the total entry 
fee for a foreigner visiting a national park 
or other government-run site is about 25 
times what locals must pay. 

All of this is part and parcel of the so- 
cial and moral order — or lack thereof — 
encouraged by the irrational and immoral 
structure of socialist government. Where 
everyone plunders everyone else using 
government as an intermediary, many 
even in the private sector will conclude 
that cynical exploitation of one’s fellow 
men is necessary and morally justifiable. 

6. A disproportionately large sector of 
the economy is dedicated to tourism. So- 
cialist economies are not designed to pro- 
duce wealth via the accumulation of capi- 
tal, so they need to find other sources of 
funding. A time-honored way to do this is 
via tourism, the socialist-approved method 
of attracting foreign money. Tourists from 
abroad love poor socialist countries, since 
many of them boast appealing tropical cli- 
mates, pristine beaches, and very afford- 
able pricing. A vacation on the beaches 
of Mexico or the Dominican Republic is 
generally much more affordable for aver- 
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Trouble in paradise: Socialist governments love to attract tourists since they provide a cash flow 
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without threatening the state-run economy. The economic benefits of tourist resorts in otherwise 
impoverished socialist countries seldom extend beyond the tourist zone, however. 


age Americans than a stay at Palm Beach 
or Malibu. Who of us would not prefer 
to spend a week in a hammock or five- 
star hotel for the same cost as a couple of 
nights in the local Motel 6? 

The beauty of tourists from a socialist 
perspective, of course, is that they bring 
their money, spend lavishly (by local stan- 
dards) — and then go home, content in the 
belief that they have spent their money to 
help some poor country. Tourists do not 
set up businesses or compete in any way 
with local manufacturers or with the gov- 
ernment, and therefore pose no threat to 
institutionalized socialism. But tourists 
do not create the type of wealth that can 
change the countries they visit. Instead, 
they help perpetuate an economy most 
of whose limited resources are channeled 
into the hospitality industry, funding the 
construction of hotels, tourist-oriented gift 
shops, tour guides, and the like. 

But none of these things improve con- 
ditions in the non-tourist economy very 
much. American tourists in places such 
as the Dominican Republic are often 
amazed at the juxtaposition of five-star 
resort hotels and professional tour servic- 
es with the grinding poverty of the locals 
living within a stone’s throw of the tourist 
zone. To be sure, some of the locals ben- 
efit from tourists buying local goods, tak- 
ing guided tours, and enjoying ziplines, 
snorkeling, and deep-sea fishing, and 
many other things. But most such ben- 
efits are temporary and do not change 
the reality of the local economy, which 


is that it is nearly impossible to start a 
business, accumulate capital, or make 
ends meet. This is why, despite the fact 
that Mexico and the Dominican Republic 
are studded with popular tourist resorts 
brimming with American visitors, many 
ordinary Mexicans and Dominicans pre- 
fer to live and work in the United States 
if at all possible. 

7. Immigration is strictly prohibited 
under most circumstances. Socialist gov- 
ernments love foreigners who come, spend 
their money, and then go home. They do 
not, in general, like foreigners who immi- 
grate and seek to earn a living within their 
borders. For most such countries, the only 
way to become a legal resident is by mar- 
rying a local or by being sent there by a 
foreign government or company to work 
— and even then only if it can be proven 
that no local is being deprived of a job by 
the foreign worker. This is because social- 
ists regard employment, like everything else 
in the economy, as a zero-sum game. Only 
so many jobs are available, goes the flawed 
reasoning, and if foreigners take them, there 
will be none left for the locals. This is ac- 
tually true to a certain degree in a socialist 
economy that creates virtually no wealth 
and very few jobs. Under such regimes, it 
is perhaps more accurate to say that most 
people have assignments rather than oc- 
cupations, occupying state-approved posts 
that can be shuffled but seldom multiplied. 
Thus immigrants are not regarded as poten- 
tial sources of new capital and new jobs, but 
instead as selfish interlopers occupying cov- 
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eted posts within a static economy whose 
limited fruits are to be reserved for locals. 

8. Police are everywhere. Because of 
the general disregard for law and order, 
socialist governments require huge contin- 
gents of police, usually including military 
police armed with military-style weap- 
onry, to rein in the chaos. Checkpoints are 
frequent, and ubiquitous highway police 
typically have unlimited authority to stop 
and question anyone, anytime, for any 
reason — or for no reason. 

9. National ID cards are compulsory. 
Even the least authoritarian socialist gov- 
ernments rely heavily on national identity 
cards (or internal passports) to keep tabs 
on what everyone is up to. Such cards are 
mandatory, and it is usually illegal to leave 
your home without one. This is because 
under socialism, institutional distrust is a 
two-way street. Just as citizens in social- 
ist countries hate and distrust their gov- 
ernment and the laws, for reasons already 
given, so too do socialist governments dis- 
trust their own citizens, as evidenced by 
the universal expectation, under socialism, 
that private citizens prove their identity to 
the state whenever required to do so. 

10. You cant drink the water. Despite 
advances in modern water purification and 
treatment, you still can’t safely drink tap 
water in most of the developing world. 
This is not for lack of technical expertise. 
It is a direct consequence of an inadequate 
tax base for building sewage treatment 
plants, covered sewers, and water-quality 
monitoring systems. In poor countries, 
public sewers are largely uncovered and 
leaky, and groundwater contaminated, 
even in less-populated areas. As a result, 
most tourists (and locals) must consume 
huge amounts of bottled and boiled water. 

11. Public infrastructure, including 
electrical grids, highways, and bridges, is 
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Low-energy society: In a scene typical of poor socialist countries, Nicaraguan workers struggle 
to install a new electric generator to offset years of energy rationing due to electrical-grid failures. 
Such rationing and unreliable electrical grids are commonplace in the world of socialism, since 
poor socialist regimes cannot generate the tax revenue to keep such essential services in good 
working order. 


totally inadequate. The country where this 
author is currently staying, and which he 
has visited numerous times, is well-watered 
and intersected by many large rivers — yet 
electrical blackouts are quite frequent and 
often last an entire day. During the run-up to 
the monsoon, when conditions are especial- 
ly hot and dry, the use of air conditioners is 
often curtailed by local authorities because 
of the strain they place on the feeble elec- 
trical grid, and scheduled daily blackouts 
during the hottest hours are routine. Once 
the rainy season begins, long power out- 
ages occasioned by electrical surges during 
thunderstorms are frequent. 

As a result, it 1s difficult to do business 
without spending heavily on electric gener- 
ators. The only places where foreigners can 
be guaranteed continuous access to electric- 
ity are at the largest and most expensive ho- 
tels, which maintain banks of generators that 
often run for hours or days at a time to keep 
air-conditioning, television, water pumps, 


If we continue along our present course, the day 
will Soon come when Americans no longer have 
reliable electrical grids, drinkable water, drivable 
roads, or productive economic sectors other than 
recreation and entertainment — and such “Third 
World” conditions will be but a mild prelude to the 
depredations of full-blown socialism to follow. 
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and Internet services functioning while the 
outside world shuts down and waits for the 
electricity gods (i.e., the government) to re- 
store access to the modern world. 

And shaky power grids are but one of 
many systemic problems associated with 
impoverished socialist countries’ infra- 
structure. Socialist governments are com- 
pletely unequal to the task of keeping in- 
frastructure up to date, because — thanks 
to general impoverishment — they lack 
the tax base to do so. Not only that, public 
funds more often than not keep politicians 
and their retinues in the lap of luxury, while 
spending on public works languishes. As a 
result, roads are usually narrow, unevenly 
paved, potholed, choked with traffic, and 
mostly devoid of traffic lights, resulting in 
extraordinary travel times even for short 
distances. Sidewalks are all but non-exis- 
tent, bridges are in appalling states of dis- 
repair, and trains and public buses are dirty, 
crowded, and seldom punctual. Where this 
author now resides, a typical 50-mile trip 
takes about two hours in a car or taxi, and 
even more by train or bus. In urban areas, 
the roads are better, but choked with con- 
stant traffic jams, whereas in rural areas, the 
traffic declines — but so does road quality. 

None of this, it bears repeating, is be- 
cause of any lack of theoretical expertise 
in road building or power-plant construc- 
tion. It is purely a consequence of general 
impoverishment, which stems from such 
countries’ lack of capital formation. 

12. Violent political demonstrations and 
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other forms of civil unrest are common- 
place. Standard advice in all the tour guide 
books and State Department fact sheets for 
Americans abroad is to avoid political ral- 
lies and demonstrations. This is not so much 
because foreigners will be targeted directly, 
but because such events in socialist coun- 
tries so often deteriorate into pitched battles 
with police and among rival factions. Such 
tactics as stone throwing and the destruction 
of motor vehicles and other private property 
are routine, and bystanders sometimes get 
caught in the middle. Elections, if held, are 
particularly perilous, because locals are well 
aware of the sham of voting in a thoroughly 
corrupt system where outcomes are often 
determined by underhanded means. 

These, too, are direct outgrowths of the 
widespread contempt for civil authority 
under socialism. People feel chronically 
frustrated and helpless within a system 
that prevents them from achieving their 
God-given potential, yet presumes to dic- 
tate to them where they can live and work, 
what they can buy and sell, and whether or 
not they will even have access each day to 
modern essentials such as electric power. 
Frequently such frustration boils over into 
popular rage — energy that too often ends 
up supporting still more radical leftist pol- 
icies, as if recourse to revolutionary Marx- 
ism can somehow palliate the ills caused 
by its milder ideological kin. 


In this way, democratic socialism con- 
stantly incentivizes ever-more radical (and 
totalitarian) reactions to the grinding pov- 
erty that never seems to go away. People 
marinated in socialism, unfortunately, sel- 
dom have the ability to see any alternative 
other than to “purify” the existing system 
— which purification always means em- 
powering those who are more doctrinaire, 
more authoritarian, more intolerant, and, 
in the long run, far more oppressive than 
their predecessors. 

Many, if not most, of the above charac- 
teristics of “socialism lite” (and this is by no 
means an exhaustive list) are already begin- 
ning to manifest themselves in the United 
States. As the United States becomes more 
socialized, both at the state and national 
level, government net revenues plummet 
as more and more money needs to be al- 
located from taxes to service massive debts. 
Infrastructure crumbles, the rule of law 
deteriorates, and political unrest becomes 
more and more commonplace. As govern- 
ments desperate for revenue continue to 
raise taxes and run up more and more debt 
to cover spiraling expenses, the standard of 
living of ordinary Americans is in slow but 
discernible decline. The realization is set- 
tling over America that the salad days of the 
20th century — the great postwar economic 
expansion that enriched nearly everyone up 
to the end of the 1990s — may never re- 
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Demonstrating discontent: Because socialist government is opaque to the will of the people, 
demonstrations and protests, often violent, serve as the chief means of political discourse. Here, 
crowds of Brazilian leftists protest efforts by the Brazilian president to offset the ravages of 
socialism by imposing unpopular austerity measures. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


AP Images 


turn. But as in the developing world, few 
in America appear to recognize that the 
remedy is to abandon socialism and restore 
economic freedom. President Trump, who 
professes belief in capitalism, having ben- 
efited mightily from his own business suc- 
cesses, is unlikely to fundamentally alter 
America’s socialist course — as his repeat- 
ed insistence on not only repealing, but also 
replacing, America’s newly minted social- 
ized healthcare would attest. The proper — 
and constitutional — remedy for destruc- 
tive socialist programs such as ObamaCare 
is repeal, followed by reliance on the free 
market to furnish the most effective remedy 
possible. But to date, not a single social- 
ist “welfare” program in the United States, 
from the New Deal to the present day, has 
ever been repealed. Socialist programs 
once enacted create immediate groups of 
dependents who then fight tooth and nail to 
preserve their benefits. And when such pro- 
grams inevitably fail to meet expectations, 
political pressure arises to solve the failures 
inherent in socialism with still more social- 
ism (as with the current agitation to replace 
ObamaCare with a single-payer system). 

For this reason, entrenched socialism is 
very difficult to dislodge, although it has 
been done. Chile under Salvador Allende 
was on the high road to full-blown Marxist 
socialism in the early 1970s, and is today 
one of the world’s freest and most prosper- 
ous countries. But it took a military coup 
led by Augusto Pinochet to destroy the 
Marxist cancer that had been on the point 
of transforming Chile into a South Ameri- 
can Cuba. Chile today is very similar to its 
South American neighbor Argentina in cli- 
mate, and greatly inferior in population and 
natural resources — yet Chile is a model 
of a stable, free market economy (although 
leftism is once again beginning to make 
inroads), whereas Argentina remains an 
economic basketcase, a victim of decades 
of relentless, ubiquitous socialism. 

If we continue along our present course, 
the day will soon come when Americans no 
longer have reliable electrical grids, drink- 
able water, drivable roads, or productive 
economic sectors other than recreation and 
entertainment — and such “Third World” 
conditions will be but a mild prelude to the 
depredations of full-blown socialism to 
follow. May America reverse course, lest 
we share the lot of the “huddled masses” 
to whom we once gave refuge. Hi 
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Are Minimum-wage 
Laws Good Policy? 


The minimum wage — a government- 
mandated minimum amount that employ- 
ers must pay employees — has been part 
of the American political landscape for 
roughly a century. In 1912, the state of 
Massachusetts became the first to take ac- 
tion to establish a minimum wage at the 
state level, and within a decade, many 
more states had followed suit. 

It was not until the Great Depression 
that the first attempt was made to estab- 
lish a federal minimum wage. In 1933, the 
Roosevelt administration made $.25 per 
hour the national minimum wage as part 
of the National Recovery Act, the center- 
piece legislation of the New Deal. Only 
two years later, however, the Supreme 
Court ruled the national minimum wage 
unconstitutional. Undeterred, Roosevelt 
reinstated the $.25 minimum wage in 
1938 as part of the Fair Labor Standards 
Act, and this time, a more pliant Supreme 
Court discovered constitutional authority 
for a federal minimum wage in the oft- 
abused interstate commerce clause of the 
U.S. Constitution. Accordingly, the mini- 
mum wage became the law of the land, 
and has remained so ever since. 

Quite aside from the question of whether 
a federal minimum wage is constitutional 
(it is not), it is worth asking whether any 
government-mandated minimum wage is 
good policy. Most American voters now 
assume that government ought to set some 
type of minimum wage in order to prevent 
employers from exploiting their workers; 
they quibble only on what that level should 
be. In 2006 alone, for example, voters in 
six states approved state-level minimum 
wage hikes. Nowadays, there are 29 states 
with minimum wages higher than that 
mandated by federal law. But despite a 
broad popular consensus on the need for 
minimum wages, is it in fact good policy? 

The bedrock assumption behind the 
minimum wages is that if employers are 
left to their own devices, some of them 
will pay their workers less than a fair 
living wage. Government oversight is 
therefore required to protect the rights of 
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employees, or so it is maintained. But a 
moment’s reflection will reveal that such 
arguments are no different in substance 
from those advocating government price 
controls. Indeed, wage and price controls 
are often lumped together by policymak- 
ers — because they are in fact the same 
thing. A wage or salary, after all, is noth- 
ing more than the price paid for labor, 
a type of market good just like a com- 
modity, a piece of furniture, or a piece 
of equipment. The economic rules of 
supply and demand that cause prices to 
rise and fall in a free market are precisely 
the same for the labor market as for any 
other economic good. If a manufacturer 
or retailer tries to charge too much for 
a given article, or to produce or sell an 
item of inferior quality relative to com- 
petitors, buyers will take their business 
elsewhere. In this way, economic goods 
in a free market tend toward the best pos- 
sible price for the best quality goods. 

It is likewise in the labor market. If an 
employer pays too little for labor, those 
who supply it — the labor force — will 
seek employment elsewhere. By the same 
token, if a laborer does shoddy work in 
exchange for a given salary relative to 
another laborer, who is willing to work 
harder and more efficiently for the same 
wage, the latter will consistently earn 
more, have more job security, and so 
forth. There is nothing inherently fair or 
unfair about the free market, including 
the labor market. But experience shows 
that the free market is the most efficient 
mechanism yet discovered for producing 
the best products for the best prices. It is 
the free labor market, for example, that 
once guaranteed that American laborers 
were not only the most productive, but 
also the best paid in the world. 

On the other hand, when government 
chooses to intervene in the workings 
of the free labor market by mandating a 
minimum-wage level (which is invariably 
higher than what the free market would 
dictate), it disrupts and distorts the work- 
ings of the free market to the detriment of 
all. Just as price controls lead to scarcities 
of goods, so wage controls lead to scarcity 
of labor, or in other words, unemployment. 


AMERICAN PRINCIPLES 


Minimum wages price the lowest-tier 
workers out of the labor market, since 
employers are unwilling to hire work- 
ers whose level of competence and ex- 
perience would warrant, say, a $5.00 per 
hour wage, for $7.00 or $9.00 per hour, or 
whatever the minimum wage of the mo- 
ment happens to be. 

But, say supporters of the minimum 
wage, it is unjust to allow employers to 
pay employees less than a living wage. 
The response to this is twofold. First of 
all, who determines what constitutes a 
“living wage”? It is ludicrous to believe 
that government bureaucrats and policy- 
makers are able to make sounder econom- 
ic judgments than the countless decisions 
made by mostly rational actors in the free 
market. Secondly, not all labor need pro- 
vide a “living wage.” Labor performed by 
teenagers still living at home (who typical- 
ly have very few marketable assets other 
than a strong back) need not command a 
“living wage.” Neither does labor typical- 
ly performed for a second or supplemen- 
tary income. The fact that the teenage or 
part-time worker does not earn the same 
as a full adult or a full-time worker is not 
unjust, but a reflection of socioeconomic 
realities. The miracle is that a free mar- 
ket economy is flexible enough to provide 
work for such as these. 

When government takes away such 
options, unemployment of the young and 
less-qualified is the inevitable result. Not 
only that, but the young and less-quali- 
fied are denied the opportunity to gain 
on-the-job experience helping them to 
acquire the skills they need to move up 
the economic ladder. This, and not gen- 
eral venality, is the reason that teenage 
and college summer jobs are becoming 
quaint relics of yesteryear, and that the 
work ethic and job skills of America’s 
youth have declined so drastically. 

The minimum wage is bad policy at 
any level of government. By denying the 
young, the inexperienced, and the less- 
qualified a chance to work, it limits op- 
portunity and encourages sloth. It has no 
place in a free market economy or in a free 
society, and ought to be abolished. 

— CHARLES SCALIGER 
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Honoring Our Veterans 


Two years ago, 10-year-old Preston Sharp 
was disappointed during a Veteran’s Day 
visit to his grandfather’s grave in Red- 
ding, California, when he found a com- 
plete absence of flags and flowers on the 
headstones of the cemetery’s veterans. He 
decided then and there that he was going 
to change that, CBS News reported. 

Preston started a program that has since 
grown into a significant endeavor. He 
began working little jobs here and there to 
save money so he could purchase Ameri- 
can flags and flowers for the gravestones. 
After placing the markers at each grave in 
McDonald’s Cemetery, where his grandfa- 
ther is laid to rest, he then concentrated his 
efforts on the next local cemetery — and 
then the next one — as he made his way 
through area cemeteries. 

He decided to start a GoFundMe page 
to raise money so that he could purchase 
enough flags and flowers for each grave 
in every veteran cemetery between Red- 
ding and Sacramento. His page raised over 
$30,000. 

Two years later, the now 12-year-old 
Preston has managed to place markers on 
the graves of 23,000 veterans by doing it 
every week, in all types of weather. 

“They were out there in the rain doing 
their job, protecting us,” he told CBS 
News. 

And Preston’s goodness has not gone 
unnoticed. According to CBS News, 
when a local community heard that Pres- 
ton would be visiting its area cemetery, 
people came out in droves to offer their 
assistance. According to Vietnam veter- 
an Fred Loveland, it’s because Preston’s 
goodness is contagious: “What he’s doing 
brings them out, because they can’t be- 
lieve that a young man in this country is 
doing what he does.” 


Human Chain 
Saves the Day 


A day at the beach is usually a relaxing 
experience. Unfortunately for the Ursrey 
family, it was anything but relaxing at 
Panama City Beach, Florida, on July 
8, but thanks to the kindness and quick 
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thinking of nearly 80 strangers, it did not 
have a tragic ending. 

Roberta Ursrey was lounging at Pana- 
ma City Beach when she noticed her sons 
were out a bit too far. She yelled for help, 
and she and several of her family mem- 
bers swam out to get to them, but they 
got caught in a strong current. Before 
long, six family members were stuck in 
15 feet of water, the Panama City News 
Herald reported, and four strangers who 
tried to rescue them were caught in the 
same predicament. 

There was no lifeguard on duty, accord- 
ing to the Washington Post, and nearby 
law enforcement elected to wait for a 
rescue boat. But meanwhile, the stranded 
swimmers were getting desperate. 

What happened next is amazing. Beach- 
goers realized that it was futile to swim out 
to the stranded swimmers in an effort to 
save them, as they too would get caught 
in the strong current, so they started shout- 
ing, “Form a human chain!” 

It began with just five people, and then 
progressed to 15 and before long, to doz- 
ens upon dozens of beachgoers. Once the 
chain was approximately 80 people long, 
two strong swimmers, Jessica and Derek 
Simmons, swam to the stranded swim- 
mers, and one at a time, handed them to 
the chain, which passed them along all the 
way back to the shore. 

During the ordeal, Ursrey’s mother, 
Barbara Franz, who was also stuck in the 
water, began to have a heart attack. When 
onlookers heard this, more joined the 
chain, making it even longer, according to 
Ursrey. The chain successfully got her to 
shore, and Franz was immediately rushed 
to the hospital, where she recovered. 

One hour after the terrifying ordeal 
began, all 10 swimmers were back on 
the shore, saved by the incredible human 
chain. The entire beach applauded, Ursrey 
recalled. 

“It was beachgoers and the grace of 
God’s will,” Ursrey said. “That’s why 
we’re here today.” 


A Man With Two Brides 


Is Will Seaton of Santa Claus, Indiana, a 
bigamist for “proposing” to both his long- 


time girlfriend, Ashley Schaus, and her 
sister, Hannah? Nope, he’s just a really 
nice guy. 

The New York Post reported that when 
Ashley and Will began dating seven years 
ago, she made one thing clear to him. 
She and her sister, Hannah, were a pack- 
age deal. Hannah is 15 years old and has 
Down syndrome, and Ashley has always 
made it a point to make sure Hannah felt 
included. Ashley has even made it clear 
that she will take over as Hannah’s legal 
guardian when their parents are no longer 
fit to care for her. 

Fox 5 reported that Hannah has been a 
significant presence in the couple’s rela- 
tionship, even joining them on the major- 
ity of their dates. 

So when Will decided that he wanted to 
spend the rest of his life with Ashley, he 
knew that meant he would spend the rest 
of his life with Hannah too. And he wanted 
to make it clear that he not only accepted 
that reality, but embraced it, and in doing 
so, he made Hannah feel really special. 
Before he proposed to Ashley on March 
8, he got on his knee and asked Hannah 
if she would be his “best friend” forever. 
And when she said yes, he then turned to 
Ashley and asked her to be his wife. 

“IT was very surprised. Will is wonder- 
ful, but he’s rather humble and so this 
gesture blew me away. She was so happy, 
and all I could think about was how spe- 
cial this was for her,” Ashley told WXIN. 

Seaton was so prepared for the moment 
that he even had a ring for Hannah — an 
heirloom that had belonged to the sisters’ 
grandmother. 

And as for the wedding, planned for Oc- 
tober, Ashley states that Hannah will have 
a major role. She and Will will even be 
exchanging best friend vows and will have 
a first dance to the song “Best Friend” by 
Harry Nilsson. 

Hannah adores Will and is thrilled 
that he is marrying her sister. “He takes 
me fishing and makes funny jokes,” she 
said. “He makes me laugh and takes care 
of me.” 

It seems Ashley may have found the per- 
fect match — someone who accepts that he 
will always be one-third of a whole. 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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DUNKIRK 


Miracle or Blunder? 


In WWII, more than 300,000 Allied soldiers made a 
providential escape from France when German forces had 
them trapped. Was it a “miracle” or something else? 


by Steve Byas 


irector Christopher Nolan pro- 
D duced a dramatic masterpiece 

with his Dunkirk movie this sum- 
mer, bringing to the screen the story of 
how more than 300,000 British and Allied 
soldiers escaped either death or captiv- 
ity from the French beaches of Dunkirk. 
From shortly after the event, the massive 
evacuation was referred to as “the miracle 
of Dunkirk.” 

Others, however, have referred to it 
as “the blunder of Dunkirk,” referencing 
either decisions made by the French and 
the British leading up to what was really a 
military disaster for both those nations, or 
inexplicable decisions made by the Ger- 
man side, which made the mass evacua- 
tion possible. 

The movie understandably concentrates 
on the heroism of British pilots of the 
Royal Air Force (RAF), the plight of the 
soldiers stranded on the beaches, and even 
the heroism of what historian Katherine 
Savage calls “the queerest armada in his- 
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tory,” in her book The Story of the Second 
World War, writing of the assortment of 
ships, including passenger ferry steamers, 
barges from the Thames estuary, tramp 
steamers, lifeboats, pleasure boats, oyster 
dredgers, motorboats, tugboats from the 
Port of London, fishing boats from south- 
ern coastal villages, yachts with converted 
motor car engines, speedboats, and even 
row boats, that rescued the thousands of 
soldiers from death or captivity. Large 
numbers of those involved in the rescue 
were British civilians, with varying de- 
grees of navigational ability to cross the 
choppy waters of the English Channel. 

A movie, no matter how well done, 
simply cannot cover all aspects of such a 
story, but the audience is left to wonder 
how the British and their allies even got 
into such a desperate situation. 

After Germany had taken over Austria 
and Czechoslovakia, and began to demand 
from Poland the return of territory they had 
lost after the First World War in the Treaty 
of Versailles, the British and the French 
warned the Germans that any attempt on 


Waiting their turns: British and French troops 
waited anxiously at the sandy beaches of 
Dunkirk, France, in late May and early June 
1940. The evacuation of 338,226 British and 
French soldiers was so successful beyond all 
expectations that it quickly became known as 
“the miracle of Dunkirk.” 


their part to settle the dispute over the Pol- 
ish Corridor by force would lead to war 
with them. The Polish Corridor was land 
taken from Germany at Versailles in 1919 
to give the Poles access to the Baltic Sea. 

The Anglo-French promise stiffened 
Polish resolve not to negotiate with Ger- 
man Fuhrer Adolf Hitler, and after the 
German army began its blitz across Poland 
on September 1, 1939, the British and the 
French, to Hitler’s surprise, declared war. 
In the 1925 Locarno Treaty, Germany had 
accepted its losses from World War I in 
western Germany (such as Alsace and 
Lorraine to France), but not the losses in 
the East. British Foreign Secretary Austen 
Chamberlain, the half-brother of future 
British Prime Minister Neville Chamber- 
lain and winner of the Nobel Peace Prize 
for the Locarno pact, said of the Polish 
Corridor that it was a creation “for which 
no British Government ever will and ever 
can risk the bones of a British Grenadier.” 

Of course, there was nothing the Brit- 
ish and French could do immediately to 
help the Poles, Poland being on the other 
side of Germany, but World War II had 
commenced. After Poland’s capitulation, 
Hitler made a peace offer to Britain and 
France on October 6, but was bluntly 
turned down. 

But nothing much happened on the 
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of the Admiralty in April 1940. On 


Voice for war: Winston Churchill was first lord 


ana : 
May 10, 1940, 


the same day as the Germans began the attack on France, King George VI asked him to take over 
as prime minister of Great Britain. Churchill provided the leadership that kept the British in the 
war when many others in the government wanted to come to terms with Nazi Germany. 


“western” front until the following 
spring, in 1940. During this time, neither 
side initiated hostilities, and many began 
to refer to it as “the Phony War.” The 
French had constructed what they consid- 
ered to be an impregnable line of defense, 
known as the Maginot Line, and instead 
of attacking the nation they had declared 
war upon, they waited for the Germans to 
make the first move. 


The Attack on the Western Front 

The German attack came on May 
10, 1940, the same day that Winston 
Churchill was asked by King George VI 
to take the job of prime minister upon 
the resignation of Chamberlain. Because 
the Maginot Line was thought to be so 
strong, the French and British expected 
the attack would instead come through 
neutral Belgium. And the Germans did 
“feint” an attack through Belgium, but 
the main attack came south, through the 
Ardennes Forest in Luxembourg. 

This was a total surprise, as the Ar- 
dennes was both hilly and heavily wood- 
ed, and thought to be totally unsuitable for 
the tank blitzkrieg (German for “lighting 
war”) that had crushed Poland in only a 
few days. French General Marshal Petain 
had said of the Ardennes, “This sector is 
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not dangerous,” and the French placed 
less-regarded troops there to defend it. 

As the Germans launched their feint 
through Belgium with 20 divisions and 
three panzer (tank) divisions, advanc- 
ing 60 miles to the Dyle River, the Brit- 
ish and the French prepared to meet what 
they mistakenly believed would be the 
main thrust. Then bad news began to ar- 
rive from the Ardennes. German General 
Gerd von Rundstedt was racing through 
the Ardennes with 44 divisions and seven 
panzer divisions. 

French cavalry fled from German tanks, 
churning up the hills of the Ardennes, and 
the Germans reached the Meuse River 10 
miles inside France by the evening of May 
12, only two days into the attack. The line 
of tanks stretched about a hundred miles, 
back to the east side of the Rhine River. 
The tanks and infantry were followed by 
dive-bombing Stuka planes, and French 
troops attempting to stop the crossing of 
the Meuse collapsed under the horrific 
bombardment on May 14. The Germans 
crossed the Meuse on a 12-mile front. 

Early in the morning on May 15, 
Churchill was awakened by a phone call 
from French Premier Paul Reynaud. From 
Paris, he shouted, “We have been defeat- 
ed! We are beaten!” 


Churchill was stunned. He later ex- 
plained, “I did not comprehend the vio- 
lence of the revolution effected since the 
last war by the incursion of a mass of fast- 
moving armor.” 

William Shirer, who was a news corre- 
spondent in Berlin at the time, later wrote 
in his book The Rise and Fall of the Third 
Reich, “And yet we who were in Ber- 
lin wondered why these German tactics 
should come as such a shattering surprise 
to the Allied leaders. Had not Hitler’s 
troops demonstrated their effectiveness in 
the campaign against Poland?” 

The gap quickly widened, and on May 
20, German tanks reached the French 
coast at Abbeville, cutting the Allied 
armies in two, isolating the British Expe- 
ditionary Force (BEF) to the north. The 
British had no supply line of food and 
ammunition, and no retreat, except into 
the English Channel. The BEF dug in and 
fought bravely, but were ordered to retreat 
to the coast. The retreat was complicated 
by roads jammed with civilian refugees. 


The Miracle of Dunkirk Begins 

British General John Gort then made the 
decision to form a defensive line around 
the coastal city of Dunkirk, with miles of 
sandy beaches, with hope the Royal Navy 
could save them from annihilation. The 
situation worsened when Belgium surren- 
dered on May 27, and the French and Brit- 
ish had to do their best to close that huge 
hole in the lines. 

The Dunkirk bridgehead was 20 miles 
long and five miles inland. The BEF de- 
fended the beaches, while the French First 
Division moved into position to block the 
Germans from the town of Dunkirk. At 
this point, “Operation Dynamo,” the evac- 
uation effort, began. Fortunately, British 
Admiral Bertram Ramsay, who was at 
Dover on the English side of the channel, 
had already been at work collecting avail- 
able ships for the rescue effort, anticipat- 
ing the military disaster. 

It appeared grim, with Churchill hoping 
to save only 30,000 troops. The naval offi- 
cers bravely predicted to the army officers, 
“We can give him, maybe, 45,000.” 

Operation Dynamo began at 6:57 p.m. on 
May 26, the evening of the National Day of 
Prayer. Over 850 vessels of all types began 
the evacuation, with 7,669 soldiers brought 
out on May 27, followed by 17,804 the next 
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day. On May 29, 47,310 were evacuated, 
then 53,823 on May 30. Success continued 
on May 31, with 68,000 salvaged from the 
beaches of Dunkirk. The first day of June 
saw 64,429 more escape from the clutches 
of the Nazis. 

By dawn on June 2, only 4,000 British 
soldiers remained, protected by 100,000 
French troops. Over the next two days, 
the evacuation was completed for the 
BEF, and 60,000 French also escaped. 
Often neglected is the role that these gal- 
lant French soldiers played in helping to 
hold off the Germans until the evacuation 
was complete, with 40,000 of them being 
left behind. 

The Luftwaffe, which was responsible 
for the sinking of 243 of the 861 boats and 
ships deployed in the evacuation, would 
have, no doubt, sunk even more had the 
RAF’s Spitfires and Hurricanes not chal- 
lenged them in the skies over the channel 
and on the coasts of France. Of course, 
many RAF pilots lost their lives in the 
gallant effort. 

Addressing the House of Commons on 
June 4, Winston Churchill cautioned the 
British people that “wars are not won by 
evacuations.” 

He continued with what is certainly one 
of the greatest orations of the 20th century: 


He merely accepted the orders: Force 
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s under the military leadership of General Gerd von 
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The Anglo-French promise stiffened Polish resolve not to negotiate 
with German Fiihrer Adolf Hitler, and after the German army began 
its blitz across Poland on September 1, 1939, the British and the 


French, to Hitler's surprise, declared war. 


We shall go on to the end. We shall 
fight in France, we shall fight on the 
seas and oceans, we shall fight with 
growing confidence and growing 
strength in the air, we shall defend 
our island whatever the cost may 
be, we shall fight on the beaches, we 
shall fight on the landing-grounds, 
we shall fight in the fields, and in the 
streets, we shall fight in the hills; we 
shall never surrender. 


The “miracle” of Dunkirk is that the Brit- 
ish lost only 30,000 men, while saving 
338,226 British and Allied troops from 
death or imprisonment. 

It used to be well understood that a 
“miracle” implied a God who performs 
miracles. King George VI put out a call 
for his subjects to make Sunday, May 
26, an observed National Day of Prayer. 
Millions of his subjects from across the 
commonwealth and empire responded by 


Rundstedt achieved the shocking breakthrough of French lines, trapping the British Expeditionary 
Force (BEF) at Dunkirk. While some have pointed to Rundstedt for the decision to halt German 
tanks, giving the evacuation time to succeed, Rundstedt and many others placed the blame on 
Luftwaffe chief Hermann Goring and Hitler himself. 
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filling the churches, with thousands more 
unable to get inside. 

Some believed that God answered 
their prayers. A sudden storm enveloped 
the Flanders area on May 28, forcing the 
grounding of German Luftwaffe bombers 
that had been killing British soldiers on the 
beaches. The sandy beaches had already 
reduced the effects of the bombs, as the 
bombs sunk deep into the sand before ex- 
ploding. That was followed by an unusually 
calm English Channel, so calm that some 
compared its usually turbulent waters to a 
“millpond.” This no doubt allowed many 
of the smaller boats, not designed for the 
ocean, to make the round trip successfully 
retrieving their human cargo. 

Churchill called Dunkirk “a miracle of 
deliverance.” 


The Mysterious Halt Order 

Others pointed to the decision of the Nazi 
government to order a halt to the advance 
of their tanks and infantry, though some 
were as close as eight miles from Dunkirk, 
that allowed the BEF and their French al- 
lies to strengthen their defenses and hold 
off the Germans until the evacuation was 
complete. 

On May 24, German General Heinz 
Guderian’s tanks had driven up the Chan- 
nel from Abbeville, captured Bouglogne, 
and surrounded Calais, only 20 miles from 
Dunkirk. Suddenly, the German armored 
units received the surprising order to halt 
their advance. Some cynically refer to this 
as the “miracle” of Dunkirk. Of course, an 
inexplicable decision by Hitler does not 
tule out Divine Intervention. 

Shirer wrote, “Whatever the reasons for 
this stop order, it provided a miraculous 
reprieve to the Allies.” The tank crews 
were astounded. John Toland, writing in 
Adolf Hitler, said they could see the spires 
of Dunkirk in the distance. 

The “halt order” has generated some of 
the greatest controversies of the war — 
who had the idea originally, and what was 
its purpose? 
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Some have placed the blame for the 
idea upon General von Rundstedt, but 
Rundstedt told Major Milton Shulman, a 
Canadian intelligence officer, after the war 
that it was not his decision: “My hands 
were tied by direct orders from Hitler him- 
self.... This incredible blunder was due to 
Hitler’s personal idea of generalship.” To 
the inquisitors at the Nuremberg Trials, he 
added, “That was a very big mistake of 
the Commander.... How angry we lead- 
ers were at the that time is indescribable.” 

General Franz Halder supports Rund- 
stedt’s version of events. In a letter in 
1957 to Shirer, he said, “Hitler’s decision 
was mainly influenced by Goring.... He 
offered to fight the rest of the great battle 
of encirclement alone with his Luftwaffe, 
thus eliminating the risk of having to use 
the valuable panzer formations.” Halder 
explained that Hitler’s lack of military 
training was overcome by anxiety that 
a reversal loomed. “Géring, who knew 
his Fiihrer well, took advantage of this 
anxiety.... He wanted to secure for his 
Air Force, after the surprisingly smooth 
operations of the Army up to then, the 
decisive final act in the great battle and 
thus gain the glory of success before the 
whole world.” 

General Alfred Jodl also complained, 
saying that Géring was “shooting off his 
big mouth again.” Goéring assured Hitler, 
“Only fish bait will reach the other side. I 
hope the Tommies are good swimmers.” 

Some have speculated that Hitler want- 
ed to give Goring and the Luftwaffe more 
credit in the defeat of the BEF because 
Goring was a strong Nazi, and the Luft- 
waffe was much more “Nazified” than the 
army. While logical, actual evidence for 
this conclusion is sorely lacking. 

Halder’s contemporaneous entry in his 
diary for May 26, “These orders from the 
top just make no sense,” demonstrates his 
puzzlement at the time of the bewilder- 
ing incident. “We could not understand 
why we let so many get away,” recalled 
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Dunkirk and the fall of France three weeks later. Instead, the British government, led by Churchill, 
refused to come to terms with Hitler. 


Hans von Luck, who commanded a pan- 
zer company. 

On the evening of May 26, Hitler final- 
ly allowed the armored advance toward 
Dunkirk, but by then it was too late. Hal- 
der said that by that time, “the cornered 
enemy had had time to strengthen his de- 
fenses.” 


What Was Hitler's Motive With the 
Halt Order? 

Why had Hitler held up his own tanks, 
thus saving the British Expeditionary 
Force from extinction? 

The historical evidence is quite strong 
that Hitler had never really wanted a war 
with the British, and believed allowing the 
beaten British to escape might be the best 
thing — for Germany. He had often ex- 
pressed his admiration for the British Em- 
pire to his generals, to Fascist Italian lead- 
ers Galeazzo Ciano and Benito Mussolini, 
and to many others. “To bring England to 


The British had no supply line of food and ammunition, and no retreat, 
except into the English Channel. The BEF dug in and fought bravely, 
but were ordered to retreat to the coast. The retreat was complicated 
by roads jammed with civilian refugees. 
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her knees by force,” he told his generals, 
“would not benefit Germany,” but those 
who would benefit would be “Japan, the 
United States, and others.” 

“It may be,” Shirer wrote, “that Hit- 
ler restrained his armored forces before 
Dunkirk in order to spare Britain a bitter 
humiliation and thereby facilitate a peace 
settlement.” 

Thomas Ricks, who has covered the 
U.S. military for the Wall Street Journal, 
writes in Foreign Policy, “One group of 
historians argue that Hitler, still hoping 
for a peace settlement with the British, 
stopped his tanks in order, as [British his- 
torian] Stephen Bungay put it, to ‘avoid 
inflicting a humiliating defeat on the Brit- 
ish’ that would make them less willing to 
negotiate.” 

Ricks adds, “The historical record is 
mixed, but one quite persuasive piece of 
evidence is that Hitler’s order stopping 
his ground forces was sent unencrypted, 
making it possible for the British to hear 
and understand it immediately as a kind of 
peace offering.” 

Hitler later expressed regret that he had 
let the British off too easily at Dunkirk. 
Ricks quotes General Walter Warlimont 
as saying that Hitler told him, “Churchill 
was quite unable to appreciate the sport- 
ing spirit of which I have given proof by 
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refraining from creating an irreparable 
breach between the British and ourselves. 
We did, however, refrain from annihilating 
them at Dunkirk.” 

Finally, Hitler even told one of Rund- 
stedt’s generals who expressed that he 
could not understand why the halt order 
was issued, that his aim was to “make 
peace with Britain on a basis that she 
would regard as compatible with her 
honor to accept.” 

Ian Kershaw, who has written two 
books on Hitler, dismissed such comments 
as Hitler just trying to save face for hav- 
ing made a poor decision. Other historians 
have expressed similar sentiments. 

What type of peace settlement did Hit- 
ler envision? According to Jodl, even be- 
fore the Dunkirk evacuation, right after 
the initial breakthrough in the Ardennes, 
Hitler busied himself “with the peace 
treaty which shall express 
this theme: return of territory 
robbed over the last 400 years / 
from the German people.” / f 
That did not, of course, re- 
quire the dismemberment of 
the British Empire. 

Toland writes of Hitler’s 
reaction when he learned 
that the bulk of the BEF was 
going to escape from his 
grasp. “Oddly, the continuing 
evacuation did not seem to 
perturb Hitler. It was almost 
as though it was no concern 
of his. While Field Marshal 
Walther von Brauchitsch 
[the army chief of staff] and 
Halder frantically looked 
for ways to stop the steady 
flow to England, the Fiihrer 
responded haltingly, almost 
lackadaisically.” 

Hitler told his generals 
who were quite agitated at 
the ongoing evacuation, “It is 
always good to let a broken 
army return home to show 
the civilian population what 
a beating that they have had.” 
He told his private secretary 
Martin Borman that he had 
purposefully spared the Eng- 
lish, and he told architect Frau 
Gerdy Troost, “The blood of 
every single Englishman is 
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too valuable to be shed. Our two people 
belong together, racially and traditionally 
— this is and always has been my aim 
even if our generals can’t grasp it.” 

Andre Francois-Pocet, the French am- 
bassador to Germany during the time be- 
fore the war, was convinced that Hitler 
never really wanted war with England, 
but only to neutralize them, which is es- 
sentially what Hitler told Ciano and Mus- 
solini on June 18, 1940, two weeks after 
the “miracle” at Dunkirk. He told them 
that he had no desire to destroy the British 
Empire, because they were “too important 
a factor in world equilibrium.” 

Is this possible? After all, this is the Hit- 
ler who was responsible for the Holocaust, 
and who had created a totalitarian regime 
in Germany, with intentions to eventually 
crush the Christian churches in Germany. 
Albert Speer, Hitler’s chief of armaments, 


wrote in his memoir, Inside the Third 
Reich, that Hitler was only postponing the 
abolition of Christianity until a more “fa- 
vorable” time, considering the traditional 
Christian faith an “absurdity,” dismissing 
it as “humbug” all founded on “lies.” 

Because of the monstrous evil of the 
National Socialist (Nazi) dictatorship led 
by Hitler, it is assumed that he was some 
sort of “madman” who wanted to rule the 
whole world. And if he wanted to rule the 
entire world, the destruction of the Brit- 
ish Empire would be an obvious step to 
achieve that goal. 

But if Hitler did not even have the mili- 
tary capability to get across the 21 miles 
of water that separated Britain from the 
continent, how was he going to rule the 
Earth? His navy was incapable of trans- 
porting his soldiers across the Channel — 
they could not even stop the evacuations 

from Dunkirk. Hitler made no 

effort to build a navy to chal- 

lenge the British. He believed 

that the Kaiser’s decision 

to build a High Seas Fleet 

so as to challenge Britain’s 

supremacy of the seas was 

“monumental folly.” He ar- 

gued that this only turned the 

British into an enemy and had 

pushed them into an entente 
with France prior to WWI. 

In Mein Kampf, Hitler 
wrote, “We must stop the end- 
less German movement to the 
south and west of Europe, and 
turn our gaze to the land in the 
East.” That land was “Russia 
and her vassal border states.” 

Sir Roy Denman wrote 
in Missed Chances: Britain 
and Europe in the Twentieth 
Century, “Hitler ... had no 
basic quarrel with Britain.... 
His territorial aims were in 
Central and Eastern Europe 
and further east. He could 
never understand why the 
British constantly sought to 
interfere.” 

Even after the British lost 
Singapore to the Japanese in 
February 1942, Hitler refused 
to issue a statement gloating 
about it. According to Den- 
man, “[Joachim von Ribben- 
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Opinions vary: British soldiers are shown here on May 31, 1940, arriving 
back home in England as part of the 338,226 soldiers rescued in the 
“miracle of Dunkirk.” Because of the military calculations of the British 
and the French that led to the entrapment at Dunkirk, and the decision of 
the Germans to halt their tank advances, others have referred to it as the 
“olunder of Dunkirk.” 
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trop, the German foreign minister] had 
dictated a gloating announcement. Hitler 
tore it up.” Hitler explained to Ribben- 
trop, “We have to think of centuries. Who 
knows, in the future, the Yellow Peril may 
be the biggest one for us.” 

Was it possible that Hitler’s hope for 
a peaceful settlement in the aftermath of 
Dunkirk could have happened? Today, it 
is portrayed that the British government 
was united behind Churchill’s determina- 
tion to continue the war, but as historians 
often say of such events in the past that 
could have turned out differently, “It was 
a close thing.” 

Five members of Churchill’s War Cabi- 
net met on May 27, during the early hours 
of the evacuation. Lord Halifax, the for- 
eign minister, believed that the British 
should negotiate peace while the French 
were still fighting. Churchill adamantly 
disagreed, and carried the day. 

Churchill is now seen as a dominat- 
ing figure of the war, but at the time he 
had only been prime minister for a few 
weeks. Had he taken the Halifax position, 
he would probably have gone the way of 
Chamberlain, the former prime minister, 
who resigned. Ricks quotes Churchill at 
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another Cabinet meeting: “If this long is- 
land story of ours is to end at last, let it end 
only when each one of us lies choking in 
his own blood on the ground.” 

Many have given Churchill credit for 
saving the world, because, they contend, 
had Britain made peace with Hitler, Hitler 
could have continued on his supposed plan 
to conquer the world. 

Yet once the Battle of Britain was over, 
the Luftwaffe was certainly no threat to 
America. After all, if they could not de- 
feat the RAF a little over 20 miles away, 
how were the Germans going to cross 
the Atlantic Ocean and attack the United 
States? 

As historian A.J.P. Taylor wrote in his 
excellent study, The Origins of the Sec- 
ond World War, the conventional expla- 
nation is that the failure to resist Hitler 
earlier was the cause of the Second World 
War. This has, of course, been the neo- 
conservative mantra in calling for practi- 
cally every military intervention in recent 
years. To them, every two-bit thug dic- 
tator around the world is “another Hit- 
ler,” and every refusal to attack the latest 
incarnation of “Hitler” is “another Mu- 
nich,” where Chamberlain appeased Hit- 


Taste of war: While leaving out the dramatic call of King George VI for a National Day of Prayer 
and the overwhelming positive response of the British people to that call, the movie Dunkirk 
gave its audiences a powerful feel for the desperation of those stranded in France, and not only 
the heroism of the British and French militaries, but also the heroic actions of civilians whose 
privately owned boats made the evacuation successful. 
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ler in 1938. For the neoconservatives, it 
is always 1938, and if we don’t put “boots 
on the ground,” then we are going to have 
another global war. 

This is why a better understanding of 
the Second World War is still important 
today. Just because a foreign leader is 
a brutal dictator does not mean that we 
face “another Hitler.” The “miracle of 
Dunkirk” is certainly an example of how 
the obvious lessons of history can be 
missed if someone has previously made 
certain assumptions. If one assumes that 
Hitler was out to take over the world 
(which was unrealistic even if that had 
been his desire — he simply did not have 
the resources or the population to accom- 
plish such an ambitious goal), then the 
British escape from Dunkirk makes no 
sense. But if seen in the light that Hit- 
ler’s goal was not to go to war with the 
British to begin with, but rather to attack 
the Soviet Union in the East instead, then 
the decision to hold up the tanks before 
Dunkirk becomes understandable. 

Still, the escape from Dunkirk played 
a large role in the eventual defeat of Nazi 
Germany. Near the end of the movie 
Dunkirk, we see an old man handing out 
blankets to the soldiers returning to Eng- 
land from the beaches of Dunkirk. As he 
gives each soldier a blanket, he tells them, 
“Well done.” One soldier, clearly under- 
standing that Dunkirk was a humiliating 
defeat, replied in puzzlement, “All we did 
is survive.” 

“That’s enough,” the old man replies, 
perhaps showing the wisdom that comes 
with age — or should come with age. 

And that is what happened in what 
is known to history as “the miracle of 
Dunkirk” when more than 300,000 men 
of the British Expeditionary Force in 
France were saved from death or captiv- 
ity. Many of these men returned four years 
later to French beaches at Normandy as 
part of the D-Day invasion, which began 
the liberation of France from the rule of 
Nazi Germany. 

They had survived to fight again. And 
even though the old myth that Hitler was 
out to conquer the world has little evi- 
dence to commend it, they did their part 
to bring down one of history’s most evil 
regimes. 

We can say with the old man, “That’s 
enough.” 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Former Green 
Beret Prosecuted 


Armed self-defense, even on one’s own 
property, can sometimes lead to the victim 
of a crime being treated like a criminal. The 
Colorado Springs Gazette reported on June 
27 about such a case, where a homeowner 
was prosecuted for shooting an intruder. 

The homeowner, 35-year-old Michael 
Galvin, was tried for negligent homicide 
in the shooting death of Robert Carrigan 
in Colorado Springs. Authorities say Car- 
rigan broke in to Galvin’s detached garage 
on November 3, 2015. Galvin, who had 
just moved into the house on the city’s 
west side with his family, was home with 
his wife and two small children the night 
of the break-in. The couple had just put 
their children to bed when Galvin noticed 
that his mountain bike was lying in the 
backyard. Galvin knew he had stored the 
bike in his garage, so he suspected that 
something was awry. 

Galvin, who had served for more than 
12 years as a Green Beret in an Army Spe- 
cial Forces unit, retrieved a 9-mm pistol 
and flashlight and went to investigate. He 
walked toward the detached garage, which 
is set back 25 feet from the house. Once in- 
side, Galvin discovered Carrigan rummag- 
ing through his belongings. After a brief 
exchange of words, Galvin said, Carrigan 
lunged at him, so he fired his pistol. Car- 
rigan was fatally wounded. Police were 
called to the scene, and the family thought 
the terrifying ordeal was over. Sadly, the 
trauma was just beginning as Colorado 
Springs prosecutor Samorreyan Burney 
of the Fourth Judicial District Attorney’s 
Office decided to prosecute the veteran for 
defending himself. 

Normally, such a shooting would not 
be considered controversial under the 
state’s Homeowner Protection Act. The 
law, which is popularly referred to as the 
“Make My Day” law, codifies the legal 
concept known as the “Castle Doctrine” 
and provides increased legal protections 
for people who use deadly force in their 
homes. Colorado was actually the first 
state in the country to pass such a law 
back in 1985. Whereas Galvin’s actions 
most likely would have been legal under 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
2 RM 


that statute, what made this case differ- 
ent is that the shooting happened in a de- 
tached garage, not one that was actually 
connected to the house. That was all that 
Samorreyan Burney needed to subject the 
former Green Beret and his family to the 
emotional and financial torment of being 
prosecuted for murder. Galvin was in- 
dicted in 2016 for negligent homicide and 
faced a trial in June of this year. 

Burney acknowledged that Carrigan 
had a checkered past and struggled with 
drug addiction, which resulted in him 
turning to a life of crime, but claimed that 
Galvin’s actions were not justified. The 
Colorado Springs Gazette reported that 
prosecutors said that Galvin should have 
either waited in his house or called police 
instead of going to investigate, or merely 
used his pistol to detain Carrigan. 

Such statements might seem like “Mon- 
day morning quarterbacking” of the worst 
sort, but this type of thinking drove Bur- 
ney to prosecute a man who had served his 
country for more than a decade. 

Burney claimed that Galvin shot Carri- 
gan in the back as Carrigan tried to flee the 
garage, but Galvin’s attorney denied that 
was true. Galvin’s attorney, Julia Stancil, 
disputed that her client shot Carrigan in 
the back and said that Burney was misrep- 
resenting autopsy results. Stancil contend- 
ed that Carrigan was standing “in profile” 
facing Galvin in what Stancil referred to 
as a “martial arts stance.” Stancil also took 
issue with Burney’s contention that Car- 
rigan obviously did not pose a threat. She 
said that Carrigan was wearing a vest with 
burglary tools in it and many of those tools 
could have been used as deadly weapons. 
Stancil also argued that Carrigan was not 
fleeing the garage and was actually lung- 
ing for Galvin’s pistol when Galvin fired. 
Stancil repeatedly brought up her client’s 
military background and his ability to cor- 
rectly identify a deadly threat. 

After a two-week trial and a half day 
of deliberations, the jury agreed with 
Stancil’s arguments and found Galvin not 
guilty of negligent homicide. Stancil told 
the Colorado Springs Gazette that “the 
jury worked very hard in this case, and 
we’re grateful that the jury got it right.” 

Galvin, who now serves in the Colorado 


Army National Guard, could have faced 
up to three years in prison if convicted. 


Violent Home Invasion 
Results in Murder Charge 


WBRZ, the ABC affiliate in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, reported on July 18 about a vio- 
lent home invasion in Zachary, Louisiana. 

The Zachary police department and the 
East Baton Rouge Parish sheriff’s office 
worked together to process the scene of the 
incident, where they have recovered a large 
number of bullet casings. Police say the 
homeowner knew one of the suspects, and 
let him into his house with his accomplice. 

The two suspects then tried to rob the 
homeowner. The victim was able to grab a 
firearm and fire at the suspects and fatally 
injured 20-year-old Damon Hayes, Jr. The 
accomplice ran from the house, but police 
soon arrested 20-year-old Jordale Ty’ Ray 
Carter and charged him with burglary, 
armed robbery, battery, theft of a fire- 
arm, possession of marijuana, and murder 
under the state’s felony murder rule, which 
allows a defendant to be held criminally 
liable for any death that occurs during the 
commission of a felony. 

This wasn’t Carter’s first brush with 
crime, as his lengthy record revealed 
that he had previously been arrested for 
charges that included illegal possession 
of a firearm, illegal use of a weapon, sex- 
ual battery, and resisting arrest. On those 
last two charges, Carter actually made 
the local news the prior month when he 
was arrested for groping a woman in the 
bathroom of a Hooters restaurant. In that 
incident, Carter allegedly sneaked up be- 
hind a woman as she was washing her 
hands and touched her in an inappropri- 
ate manner while asking for her phone 
number. The woman reported what had 
happened to the police, and they came to 
investigate. When Carter saw that police 
had arrived, he tried to run away, but the 
officers eventually apprehended him. The 
investigation into the home invasion is 
still ongoing, and authorities are still try- 
ing to determine whether other suspects 
were involved in the crime. Mf 

— PATRICK KREY 
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“Fake News” Media Use 
Fake News to Slam Trump 


Item: Writing in the Washington Post 
on July 27, former CIA Deputy Director 
John McLaughlin compared President 
Donald Trump's exposure of the estab- 
lishment media at the Boy Scout Jambo- 
ree with speeches of authoritarian lead- 
ers. Claiming Trump's speech was “full 
of derision toward others, self-obsession, 
political spin, and incoherent rambling,” 
McLaughlin speculated that the Scouts 
were only cheering because of “the excite- 
ment of the occasion.” “Still, it evoked the 
sort of cheering for obvious nonsense — 
or worse — that we’ve witnessed in dicta- 
torships around the world,” he continued. 
“The kids were being used. If my child had 
been there, I’d be mad as hell.” 
McLaughlin, a member, along with key 
members of the media, of the Council on 
Foreign Relations globalist swamp, sug- 
gested that presidents should “reinforce 
the tenets of effective democracy” when 
speaking to youngsters. Instead, “the 
Scouts were subjected to Trump’ familiar 
rant on ‘fake news’,” he said. Like much 
of the press, McLaughlin seemed especial- 
ly outraged at Trump ss relentless discred- 
iting of the establishment’ propaganda 


organs. “Implicit in Trumps ‘fake news’ 


message is that only he can be trusted to 
tell the truth,” the insider claimed, without 
acknowledging the incredible dishonesty 
of the national press. 
Irem: Under the headline “Trump's Mis- 
take at the Boy Scout Jamboree,” Yoni 
Appelbaum of The Atlantic claimed Presi- 
dent Trump had addressed the quadren- 
nial gathering “like a campaign rally 
— talking to a group devoted to service 
as if it valued self-interest.” The article, 
published on July 24, argued that Trump 
was ruining civility and American tradi- 
tions by inappropriately speaking about 
his agenda and allegedly political issues 
even when the situation did not call for 
it. And the Boy Scouts event was an es- 
pecially egregious example, according to 
Appelbaum. 

“Donald Trump continued his ongoing 
tour of cherished American institutions 
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In keeping with tradition, President Trump spoke to the Boy Scouts Jamboree in July. But when 
he criticized the “fake media,” the press unleashed a torrent of vitriolic “fake news” attacking him. 


on Monday night, delivering yet another 
Jarringly partisan speech to an apolitical 
audience — this one, comprising tens of 
thousands still too young to vote,” the ar- 
ticle said without getting much into specif- 
ics on Trump 8 alleged verbal sins. “It’s 
the interjection of partisan politics into a 
space where it doesnt belong. And every 
time he does it, every time he goes before 
some nonpartisan group and speaks to its 
members as if they had come to attend a 
campaign rally, a little more of our shared 
civic culture gets chipped away.”’ 

Irem: Writing in Newsweek on July 24, 
Cristina Silva cited a number of unknown 
pseudo-journalists and fringe “activists” 
on Twitter to build her case that Trump is 
basically another Hitler. “President Don- 
ald Trump brought his bombastic politics 
to a Boy Scouts event Monday in West Vir- 
ginia, drawing cheers from the children 
gathered at the event and prompting com- 
parisons between his rousing rhetoric and 
Nazi youth rallies from some liberal ac- 
tivists and journalists,”’ wrote Silva under 
the headline “Trump Boy Scout Speech Is 
Nazi Hitler Youth Rally, Left Says.” 

To illustrate, she quoted a number of 
blasphemous and profanity-laced tweets 
from people such as “Calvin,” who de- 
scribes himself as “Annoying gay Inter- 


net person,” and “Senior Politics Writer” 
John Haltiwanger from a website called 
“Elite Daily.” “As he spoke, the crowd 
chanted ‘U.S.A.’ and applauded, prompt- 
ing some critics of the president, who has 
the lowest approval ratings in modern his- 
tory, to compare his rhetoric to the Hitler 
Youth, a wing of Germany's Nazi party,” 
Silva continued. “Trump, who has attract- 
ed support from white nationalist leaders 
in the past, has repeatedly been compared 
to a Nazi leader by his critics.” 

CORRECTION: Countless similar stories 
could be found across America. While 
the violent vitriol was worse than usual, 
the “fake news” media outrage was to be 
expected following Trump’s speech to the 
Scouts. In fact, Trump predicted it. After 
all, the establishment media have been 
outraged — and dishonest — about Trump 
and practically everything he has said or 
done since before he became president. 
But the real reason for the outrage was 
not what they claimed. Unless they exist 
in an alternative universe, for example, 
they know Trump is not Hitler, and does 
not resemble him in any meaningful way 
— certainly not more than any other U.S. 
president in recent memory. The manu- 
factured outrage also does not stem from 
Trump’s alleged politicking in front of 
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young Americans. In fact, if using kids as 
props or bringing up politics in front of 
children truly annoyed the press in and of 
itself, they would have expressed similar 
outrage on countless occasions throughout 
the previous administration. 

Consider: By refusing to attend the 
Scouts’ Jamboree in 2010 or 2013, then- 
President Barack Obama was making a 
profoundly political statement to chil- 
dren. According to the New York Times, 
“Mr. Obama stayed away from the event 
over the Boy Scouts ban on gay and trans- 
gender scouts and scoutmasters.” In short, 
Obama snubbed the young Scouts due to 
their leaders’ refusal to allow homosexuals 
and transgenders. Just imagine the “fake 
news” outrage if Trump had declined to 
speak this year because the Scouts were 
now allowing homosexual men to lead 
the boys, or because they decided to admit 
cross-dressing girls who claim to be con- 
fused about their “gender.” But of course, 
the media’s outrage over Obama’s radical 
political statement to the Scouts produced 
not a peep of criticism from the establish- 
ment press that now pretends to be so con- 
cemed about Trump’s political statements 
to children. 

Obama also regularly used children as 
political props and frequently politicized 
children. While signing unconstitutional 
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Obama, seen here signing gun-control decrees, made regular use of children as political props, 
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executive orders on gun control, for ex- 
ample, Obama surrounded himself with 
children for photo-ops, and the press 
lapped it up. According to news reports, 
California education officials used part 
of a nearly $40 million taxpayer-funded 
grant to teach school children how to pro- 
mote ObamaCare to their families. Obama 
also deliberately and very publicly invited 
some 110 homosexual couples who had 
somehow obtained children to participate 
in the 2009 White House Easter Egg Roll, 
part of an effort to abuse the children as 
propaganda props to normalize homo- 
sexuality and homosexual parenting. And 
in numerous speeches to children, Obama 
brazenly and shamelessly promoted his 
controversial, unconstitutional political 
agenda, making Trump’s alleged politick- 
ing at the Jamboree seem totally apolitical 
by comparison. 

In an October 17, 2016, speech at Ben- 
jamin Banneker High School in Wash- 
ington, D.C., for instance, Obama did 
virtually nothing but promote his ex- 
treme agenda to children “too young to 
vote” — exactly what the press chastised 
Trump about. But Obama went much, 
much further than the current president. 
“The good news is that we’ve made real 
progress,” Obama told the children about 
his political achievements, admitting the 


and also touted his extreme political agenda in front of kids, but the media didn’t seem to mind. 
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policy changes his administration brought 
about were controversial. “High-quality 
early education is one of the best invest- 
ments we can make, which is why we’ve 
added over 60,000 children to Head Start. 
We called for high-quality preschool for 
every four-year-old in America. And when 
I took office, only 38 states offered access 
to state-funded preschool. Today, it’s up to 
46. We’re trying to get those last holdouts 
to do the right thing.” 

Obama also touted his Race to the 
Top scheme, which was used to bribe 
states into imposing the national Com- 
mon Core education standards that he 
falsely touted in the speech as “higher, 
better standards.” He praised his changes 
to No Child Left Behind, his “My Broth- 
er’s Keeper” scheme, in addition to his 
broader Big Government agenda. “So one 
of the things that we’re trying to do is 
to make it easier for you to access free 
money for college,” Obama told the stu- 
dents, as if money for Obama programs 
grew on trees. “So we also reformed, by 
the way, the student loan system.... We 
said, well, let’s cut out the banks. Let’s 
give the money directly to the students.” 
Finally, Obama promoted his push to 
have the feds provide “two years of com- 
munity college free for every responsible 
student all across the country.” “I am re- 
ally proud of what we’ve accomplished,” 
Obama added. “That’s why, if you’re 18, 
by the way, you’ve got to vote to make 
sure that the folks who represent you ac- 
tually deliver.” 

The press, not surprisingly, did not have 
a single critical comment about the bra- 
zen, hyper-partisan politicking in front of 
schoolchildren — essentially a bid to bribe 
young children into eventually voting for 
Big Government by offering them “free” 
stuff. Further illustrating the media’s hy- 
pocrisy, they say virtually nothing nega- 
tive about, for example, the systematic 
indoctrination of children in government 
schools to believe in globalism, human- 
caused climate change, socialism, human- 
ism, and the Democrat Party. Even when 
tiny schoolchildren were lined up and 
forced to literally sing Obama’s praises 
at government schools in what truly was 
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While the media tried to write off the Scouts’ enthusiasm, and even compared the event to a 
Hitler Youth rally, the Scouts at the Jamboree seemed to love Donald Trump and America. 


reminiscent of what happens under au- 
thoritarian regimes, the national media 
was nowhere to be found. 

By contrast, as the items cited above 
illustrate, the establishment media was 
howling and foaming at the mouth for 
days after Trump’s speech, expressing 
unhinged rage over Trump’s pledge to 
defend saying “Merry Christmas,” his 
swipe against ObamaCare, his reference 
to the “swamp” in D.C., and other attacks 
on favored establishment institutions and 
agendas. While the half-dozen references 
to God probably did not please the far- 
left anti-God media either, what likely 
was most infuriating to the swamp and 
its increasingly discredited “mainstream” 
media were Trump’s repeated jabs at what 
he repeatedly ridiculed as their “fake 
news” and “fake polls.” In fact, that was 
a key theme behind the “Trump is Hit- 
ler” narrative: He attacks the fake media, 
therefore he hates “democracy.” 

But despite the false impression given by 
the press that Trump’s speech was all politi- 
cal, it seems like Trump at least intended 
to avoid politics altogether. “Tonight we 
put aside all of the policy fights in Wash- 
ington, D.C. you’ve been hearing about 
with the fake news and all of that,” Trump 
said. “We’re going to put that aside. And 
instead we’re going to talk about success, 
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about how all of you amazing young Scouts 
can achieve your dreams, what to think of, 
what I’ve been thinking about. You want to 
achieve your dreams, I said, who the hell 
wants to speak about politics when I’m in 
front of the Boy Scouts? Right?” 

Aside from some apparently non- 
scripted remarks when he looked away 
from his teleprompter, Trump did mostly 
avoid politics. The majority of his speech 
was actually praise for Scouts and Amer- 
ica, and advice on how people can suc- 
ceed — hard work, good values, and so 
on. But in the end, Trump did make a 
number of passing references to political 
issues, such as his improbable electoral 
victory in the face of so much hostility 
from the press. He also touched on the 
fight over ObamaCare, which Trump 
ridiculed as “this horrible thing” that is 
“really hurting us.” The crowd seemed to 
love the comments, joining in a roaring 
chant of “USA! USA! USA!” 

There was no partisanship in the speech, 
with Trump never attacking Democrats or 
even hostile Republicans. Instead, perhaps 
frustrated by the relentless attacks against 
his administration, the president simply 
took a swipe at the “swamp.” In Wash- 
ington, “I see all these politicians, and I 
see the swamp, and it’s not a good place,” 
said Trump, the honorary president of the 
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Boy Scouts of America. “In fact, today, I 
said we ought to change it from the word 
swamp to the word cesspool or perhaps to 
the word sewer.” 

In addition to the criticism of the 
swamp, his attacks on the “fake” press 
were especially stinging — and no doubt 
infuriating for anti-Trump activists pre- 
tending to be journalists. As if to confirm 
Trump’s allegations, it turns out that much 
of what the press characterized as “po- 
litical” was actually just highlighting the 
media’s dishonesty. “The fake media will 
say, President Trump spoke — you know 
what is — President Trump spoke before a 
small crowd of Boy Scouts today,” Trump 
told the tens of thousands of Scouts in 
West Virginia. “That’s some — that is 
some crowd. Fake media. Fake news.” 

Aside from exposing the “fake news” 
and blasting the “swamp,” Trump showered 
praise on America and moral principles. 
“Great Boy Scouts become great, great 
Americans,” he said, highlighting many 
of the Scouts serving in his administration. 
“The Scouts believe in putting America 
first.” Trump also praised what he charac- 
terized as Scouts’ values, too. “You know, in 
the Boy Scouts you learn right from wrong, 
correct?” he said, ignoring the ongoing 
controversy surrounding the organization’s 
retreat from longtime moral principles on 
sexuality and truth. “In the Scout oath, you 
pledge on your honor to do your best and to 
do your duty to God and your country.... But 
the words duty, country and God are beau- 
tiful words. In other words, basically what 
you’re doing is you’re pledging to be a great 
American patriot.” 

If the press wants to regain respect, it 
should quit spreading “fake news” and 
focus on telling the truth — and espe- 
cially on exposing the forces that would 
subvert the U.S. Constitution. Until then, 
Trump will undoubtedly continue to 
expose and ridicule them. And for that, 
Scouts who value truth and Americans 
in general should be grateful. For Ameri- 
cans who know the facts, the fact that 
the “fake media” becomes unhinged is 
merely evidence that Trump is doing the 
right thing. 

— ALEX NEWMAN 
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BY C. MITCHELL SHAW 


Abandon American Imperialism — Before It Destroys America 


he United States has — since at 
| least World War II — been suf- 
fering from an identity crisis: We 
are a republic that calls itself a democra- 
cy and behaves like an empire. But now, 
the “primacy” of the United States in the 
order of nations is “fraying” and “may, 
in fact, be collapsing,” according to a re- 
port published in June by the U.S. Army 
War College’s Strategic Studies Insti- 
tute. With the American empire falling 
under its own bloated weight and com- 
ing apart at the seams, the report — rath- 
er than suggesting a return to the roots 
of the American Republic as outlined in 
the Constitution — suggests expansions 
of force, surveillance, and propaganda to 
reinforce the crumbling empire. 

The report — entitled At Our Own 
Peril: DoD Risk Assessment in a Post-Primacy World — is the 
conclusion of a year-long study, with input from the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Defense and the U.S. Army. Both the report and the study 
were sponsored by high-level government and military agencies, 
including the U.S. Army’s Strategic Plans and Policy Directorate; 
the Joint Staff, JS (Strategy and Policy Branch); the Office of the 
Deputy Secretary of Defense for Strategy and Force Develop- 
ment; and the Army Study Program Management Office. 

The report — available for download at https://ssi.army- 
warcollege.edu/pubs/download.cfm?q=1358 — laments the 
decline (and pending fall) of the American empire and predicts 
dire consequences if the “unassailable position” of the United 
States “versus state competitors” is not reinforced. The report 
goes on to say, “Status quo forces [comprised of ‘the United 
States and its major Western and Asian allies’] collectively are 
comfortable with their dominant role in dictating the terms of 
international security outcomes and resist the emergence of rival 
centers of power and authority.” 

While the “fraying” and “collapsing” of what the report calls 
“the status quo that was hatched and nurtured by U.S. strategists 
after World War II” may concern those who accept that “status 
quo” as normal, it would serve Americans well to remember that 
this was a radical departure from the earlier “status quo” of non- 
interventionism that was advocated by the Founding Fathers. 
Thomas Jefferson cautioned us “in extending our commercial 
relations, to have with them [foreign nations] as little politi- 
cal connection as possible.” And George Washington advised: 
“peace, commerce, and honest friendship with all nations, en- 
tangling alliances with none.” 

If the report’s lamentations of the pending collapse of the 
American empire are alarming, the recommendations of the re- 
port for what it will take to continue the “status quo” of that em- 
pire are outright frightening. To combat what the report calls the 
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“eroding reach and authority” of 
the empire, it recommends a “wider 
and more flexible military force 
that can generate advantage and 
options across the broadest possible 
range of military demands.” 

In other words, having gotten 
ourselves into this mess by extend- 
ing the empire by the use of military 
dominance (which has spread the 
United States too thin), the answer 
is to spread ourselves even further 
and thinner, completing the aban- 
donment of “peace, commerce, and 
honest friendship with all nations, 
entangling alliances with none,” 
for a policy of “do it our way, or be 
destroyed” and “resistance is futile; 
you will be assimilated.” 

The report also laments that the “eroding reach and authority” 
of the empire — fueled at least in part by the ease of communi- 
cation as the result of modern technology including the Internet 
— is not just an issue of foreign policy, but also a problem that 
must be dealt with domestically since the “United States and its 
population are increasingly exposed to substantial harm and an 
erosion of security from individuals and small groups of moti- 
vated actors, leveraging the confluence of hyperconnectivity, 
fear, and increased vulnerability to sow disorder and uncertainty. 

To deal with those “threats,” the report recommends ramp- 
ing up the surveillance state and the thought-control methods of 
propaganda and controlling the flow of information by “lever- 
aging the U.S. intelligence community’s enormous human and 
technical analysis capability.” Claiming that “the U.S. home- 
land, individual American citizens, and U.S. public opinion and 
perceptions will increasingly become battlefields,” the report 
recommends “the purposeful exploitation of the same architec- 
ture for the strategic manipulation of perceptions and its atten- 
dant influence on political and security outcomes.” 

Recommending more force, more surveillance, and more 
propaganda to prop up American imperialism is more than a 
little like prescribing an increased dosage of poison to cure a 
patient who is dying of poison. 

Reducing matters of independence, national security, and 
personal liberty to a zero-sum game is slow (but sure) suicide 
for a nation founded on the principles of noninterventionism 
and liberty. These recommendations — which read like some- 
thing out of Orwell’s 1984 — will, if followed, inevitably lead 
to the collapse of not just American imperialism, but America 
itself. Conversely, America’s survival depends not on continu- 
ing American imperialism, but on abandoning it for a return to 
the policies that served America so well before it behaved like 
an empire. Hi 
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STOP THE NORTH AMERICAN UNION 


Now is the time to tell President Trump 
and Congress to get us out of NAFTA. 
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